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OUR FISHING
IS BACK

Merritt Reservoir — Nebraska’s premier tro-
phy fishery is one of the top trophy fisheries
in the United States! Merritt is 11 miles
long, has 2,906 surface acres of water and
44 miles of shoreline. It reaches depths of
104 feet.

Located in the heart of Nebraska’'s
incredible Sandhills, Merritt's pure water,
beautiful sand beaches and utter lack of
development (other than Merritt Resort),
- make it truly a unique impoundment. Its
pristine waters produce an outstanding
prey base, which has maintained our
trophy fishery.

HUNDREDS of Nebraska's Master

Angler Award fish have come from Merritt
Reservoir. It also claims the state record
muskellunge, smallmouth bass and chan-
nel catfish, as well as six freshwater world
line class records on catfish. Over the
years, anglers from all over the U.S. have
come here to get their trophy. To complete
your angling trip, Merritt is adjacent to the
Valentine Refuge lakes, which abound in

northern pike, largemouth bass, yellow |

perch and world-class bluegill.

Merritt Trading Post Resort

The area concession at the lake, Merritt
Trading Post Resort is strategically located
on the southeast side of the dam. We can

handle all of your needs and services for an |

eventful Sandhills experience. Modern cab-
ins, hunting & fishing guide service, boat &
pontoon rentals, groceries, bait, tackle, beer,
ice, fish freezing, showers, RV hookups,
Juel, licenses & park permits.

HC 32 Box 23 / Valentine, NE 69201
402-376-3437 or 402-376-2758
Fax: 402-376-3870
www.merritttradingpost.com
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PERMITS
RESIDENT ANNYALFISH .................. $12.75
RESIDENT COMBINATION FISH-HUNT . ......... 21.75
NONRESIDENT ANNUAL .................... 35.00
NONRESIDENT 3-DAY ..............c0v0vun.. 10.75
RESIDENT 3-DAY ..........cciiiiiiniinnnnn, 8.25
SPECIAL FISHING PERMIT ................... 5.00
AQUATIC HABITAT STAMP ...............0.... 5.00
ANNUAL PARKENTRY* ..........c.civheenns, 14.00
DUPLICATE PARKENTRY* ..............00vue. 7.00
DAILY PARKENTRY* ... ... .o i 2.50

* Prices subject to change

Who Is Required To Have A Permit?

A fishing permit is required to take or attempt to take any
fish, bullfrogs, snapping turtles, tiger salamanders, mussels or
minnows by any method, except for the owner or the guest of

-the owner of any totally protected waterbody which (1) is
focated entirely on private land, (2) is entirely privately
stocked, (3) does not connect by inflow or cutflow with any
outside water and (4) is not operated commercially. A vehicle
Park Entry Permit is required to fish on state park and state
recreation areas. A resident fishing permit is reguired for all
Nebraskans 16 years of age and older. However, fee-exempt
permits are available to veterans 65 years of age and older,
and all residents 70 years of age and older. A resident is a
person who has resided in Nebraska continuoysly for at least
30 days and who has a bona fide intention of becoming a
legal resident of this state.

Others who may obtain a resident permit include: (1} mili-
tary personnel officially stationed in Nebraska and on active
duty here for at least 30 consecutive days; {2) nonresident
students upon proof they have aftended classes full time for
at least 30 consecutive days at any Nebraska college, univer-
sity, junior college, vocational school or any foreign exchange
high school student; and (3} any person duly enrolled in and
attending a civilian conservation center or similar government
wark or training facility for 30 consecutive days.

A nonresident fishing permit is required of all people who
are not residents of Nebraska, except those listed and those
under 16 years of age who are accompanied by someone
possessing a valid permit,

Legislation passed by the 1997 Legislature authorized the
Commission to issue a “Special Fishing Permit” for severe-
ly physically disabled or developmentally disabled persons.
This permit entitles the disabled perscn and one person
assisting him or her to take, hunt, fish, catch, harvest or pos-
sess any aguatic organism in compliance with state law. An
Aquatic Habitat Stamp is not required with this special per-
mit. The annual permit is issued on a calendar year basis and
costs §5 regardless of the age of the applicant. A “disabled
person” means a person certified by a physician to have a
permanent physical impairment or developmental disability
that results in the inability to use fishing equipment unassist-
ed. Applications are available from the Game and Parks
Commission headguarters in Lincoln or Commission offices
in Alliance, Bassett, Kearney, Norfolk, North Platte, Omaha,
and Ak-Gar-Ben Aquarium at Gretna. The application must
be verified by a physician before a permit can be issued.

Information and application forms for fee-exempt fishing
permits are available only from the Game and Parks
Commission office in Lincoln. See Boundary Waters section for
permit requirements for fishing the waters of the Missouri River,

Lifetime Permits

Nebraska residents can enjoy a lifetime of fishing or hunt-
ing on a singte permit and support outdoor recreation at the
same time. Fees are; Lifetime Fish, $257.50; Lifetime Hunt,
$224, or Lifetime Fish and Munt, $448. Revenue from these
permits goes into a special fund, with the interest going
annually to help support fisheries and wildlife management
in Nebraska. For an application or more information, write to:
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, P.O. Box 30370,
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370.

AQUATIC HABITAT STAMP

An Agquatic Habitat Stamp is required of all residents and
nonresidents, 18 years of age and older, who participate in
activities that require a fishing permil, This includes short-
term (thiee-day) permits; however, an angler who buys more
than one three-day fishing permit is required to purchase
only one Aguatic Habitat Stamp per year.

Veterans 65 years and older and residents 70 and older
who have a fee-exempt permit are exempt from purchasing
an Agquatic Habitat Stamp. Anglers who have a Lifetime
Fishing Permit alsc are exempt from the Aguatic stamp
raquirement. Although they are required to purchase an
annual Nebraska Fishing Permit, anglers ages 16 and 17
are not required 1o have the Aquatic Habitat Stamp.

Revenue from the sale of these stamps is used solely to
enhance and restore aquatic habitat and quality fishing in
Nebraska's reservoirs, lakes and streams.

FREE FISHING DAY

Legislation passed in 1996 authorized a Free Fishing and
Park Entry Day in Nebraska. The day is designed to attract
those who no tonger fish or who have never fished and 1o
give them an opportunity to do so without the need to pur-
chase a license. Free Fishing and Park Entry Day is held the
third Saturday of May. Anglers can take advantage of that
day, invite a non-angler friend along and take them on a fish-
ing trip on any water body in the state showing them how

‘much fun fishing reaily is.

SYNOPSIS OF CHANGES FOR 199

8-1999
pos e

Special Permits

Legislation passed with the emergency clause in February
1997 authorized special fishing permits for severely physically
disabled or developmentally disabled persons.

Species Size & Bag Limit Changes

Salmon and Trout - Minimum length limits of 20 inches
on brown trout and salmon and reduced daily bags and pos-
session limits of 4 and 8, respectively, on all trout and
salmon are intended to maximize predation on abundant
alewife and create trophy salmonid fisheries in lakes
Ogallala and McConaughy. )

Crappie - A minimum length of 10 inches has been
imposed on crappie at Sherman Reservoir and Papio No. 21.

Bluegill - A minimum length of 8 inches has been
imposed on bluegill at Papio No. 21.

Largemouth Bass - Papio No. 21 has been added to the
list of reservoirs managed with a 21-inch minimum length
limit on largemouth bass.

Wipers ~ Summit and Willow Creek reservoirs have been
added {o waters with a three-fish daily bag with one aver 18
inches, while Branched Oak Reservoir has heen deieted

|
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from this list with the new regulation being an 18-inch mini-
mum length limit and a daily bag of one wiper. Bluestem
Reservoir was removed from the three fish daily bag and
one over 18 inches.

Walleye - The daily bag limit at Lake McConuaghy and
Elwood Reservoir is restricted to only one walleye over 25
inches long. The statewide bag and possession limits are
reduced to 4 and 8 walleye respectively.

Northern Pike - The 36-inch minimum length limit on north-
ern pike in Branched Oak Reservoir will revert to the regional
regulation of 24-inch minimum. A 30-inch minimum length limit
is required for northern pike in Enders and Red Willow reser-
voirs with the goal to provide a high quality pike fishery.

Paddlefish - Individuals may submit only one application
for an archery tag and one application for a snagging tag
during the appropriate application periods. Preference will
be given to individuals applying for a tag who did not receive
a paddlefish tag the previous year.

IT IS UNLAWFUL...

* to borrow or use the permit of another or lend your permit
to another.

e to leave fish or any part thereof on the banks of any
stream, lake or other body of water.

* to fish on any private land without landowner permission.

* to use a crossbow or similar device, with the exception of a
handicapped person with a medical certificate on file.

¢ to seine game fish of any size.

* to leave minnows in a trap for more than 24 hours.

* to use drifting float lines, except on rivers, streams and
Lewis and Clark Lake. They must be personally attended,
and name and address must be attached.

* to use glass floats on float lines.

e to attach limb lines with nails, or more than 12 inches
above the water to trees on any lake or reservoir.

* to release in public waters of the state any fish that did not
originate from that body of water.

* to attempt to snag fish, except in areas designated. See
section on Snagging for details.

* to keep a foul-hooked fish, which is any fish hooked exter-
nally behind the eye (or gill).

°to consume alcohol on any state park, state recreation
area or wildlife management area.

Game / Nongame Fish
Nebraska law defines game fish as all species of fish except
buffalo, carp, gar, quillback, sucker and gizzard shad.

SEASONS

Hook-and-Line — Open year-round throughout the
state, except as noted or as posted.

Archery — Game fish may be taken from sunrise to sun-
set from July 1 through Dec. 31 statewide, except paddlefish
in the Missouri River. Nongame fish may be taken
year-round, sunrise to sunset and from Apr. 1 through Aug.
31, 24 hours a day, statewide. Paddlefish archery season
runs from the 2nd Saturday of July through the 4th Sunday
of July. A valid Paddlefish Tag is required (see section on
Paddlefish). See section on Archery/Surface Spearing for
other exceptions. Hook and line limits apply for archery.

Snagging — The paddlefish snagging season runs from
Oct. 1 through Oct. 30. A valid paddlefish tag is required.
Please see section on Paddlefish Tag. All other waters of the
state are closed to snagging at all times. See section on
Snagging for details.

Surface Spearing — The entire state is open to the tak-
ing of nongame fish year-round, sunrise to sunset and
between Apr. 1 and Aug. 31, 24 hours a day.

Underwater Spearing — Game fish may be taken from

sunrise to sunset from July 1 through Dec. 31. Nongame fish
may be taken year-round, sunrise to sunset. See
Underwater Spearing section for open waters.

Cast Nets — It is illegal to use or possess cast nets on
Nebraska waters.

BAG / POSSESSION

Sport fishing is permitted year-round on all Nebraska
waters, except for those areas closed by the Game and
Parks Commission by posting or by regulation, federal or
state law or city ordinance.

Bag and possession limits may vary between “Inland
Waters” and “Waters of the Missouri River.” For this purpose
only, Inland Waters include all waters of the state except the
waters of the Missouri River. Waters of the Missouri River
include all of the river within Nebraska and all reservoirs,
oxbows, sloughs, chutes, backwaters and marshes that have
annual surface water connection to the river and the first 300
yards upstream from the mouth of all tributary streams.

Daily Bag — Fish taken from midnight to midnight. No
person may possess more than one day’s limit of fish while
on the water or actively engaged in fishing. Fish species sub-
ject to a bag and possession limit, but not a length limit, can
be filleted prior to transport if the fillets are kept in one piece
until cooked, so the bag and possession limits can be deter-
mined. Fish species subject to a length limit can only be
gilled and gutted prior to transport,

Any fish caught that is not to be counted in the bag limit
must be immediately released into the water with as little
injury as possible. Any fish placed on a stringer, in a con-
tainer or not returned immediately to the water must be
counted in the bag.

Possession Limit — This is the total number of a specif-
ic species of fish that a person may have in possession in

Statewide Bag Poss.
Trout (all species, note exceptionsat ............... Toviain 14
Lake McConaughy, Lake Ogallala and US West lake)

Striped Bass & Hybrids/White Bass (combined) . .. . . .. 1525.230

(no more than 1 fish over 18 inches long statewide, 3-fish daily bag
limit at, Conestoga, Summit, Willow Creek and Calamus reservoirs)
(Branched Oak 1 fish over 18 inches)

Muskellunge/Tiger Musky (combined) ............... ifredifich] 2
Bait Minnows/Tiger Salamander ................. 100 .. .100
Shovelnose Sturgeon . ..., 10 .. .20
Pallid and Lake Sturgeon .. ............... No Harvest Allowed
Northern:Fike: T sret s tog A vl 22 adnlba b LIETRHL ek 6

Bluegill, Black and White Crappie, Yellow Perch, Rock Bass
and Green, Pumpkinseed, Orangespotted and Redear sunfish

and their hybrids (singly or in aggregate) . ........... 30 ....60
Mussels:and CGlams: etz Dng Srdal, B BNo R 10 {2020
All:otherfishy fomtaa b izt e sl e s Al = O No Limit
BUIIFOGS i, bbb s s i el Ao, 58 A TR e R
Snapping-Turles & s taiatipe Sralihbe e ey 10727220
Inland Waters

Largemouth, Smallmouth, Spotted Bass (combined) ... .4 ..... 8
(only one fish in daily bag may exceed 21 inches in length)
Channel/Blue Catfish (combined) ................. 10 ....20
Elathead Catfishiti: Saisidi s ine Fgonm G ED LA 4 Gk 8
Paddlsfishiii s e Siiudiias, Srrg Mol 4 TGN 2
Walleye/Sauger/Saugeye (in combination) ............ Al 8

Waters of the Missouri River
Largemouth, Smallmouth, Spotted Bass (combined) ....5 ... .10

Blue: Catfish i menes gamnara i fanerdly AR 1
Channel/Flathead Catfish (combined) .............. 100 20
Paddlefish-(tagirequired) o Lidmin i L udduvanin 238 2
(Gavins Point Dam to the mouth of the Big Sioux)

Walleye/Sauger/Saugeye (combined) ........... il s 8




' portable coolers, home freezers, registered in his name in a
" commercial cold storage Jocker or in any other way under his
-control, Fish or aguatic animals placed in public storage must

be labeled with the owner's hame, address, phone number,
date of birth, signalure, date taken, species and numbers
involved and the name of recipient if they are transferred.
Special Limits — In the {following state-owned lakes, the
daily bag and possession limit is 10 fish in combination. Two

- Rivers SRA Carp Lake, Douglas County; Niobrara Park Lake,
- Knox County; Louisvilie SRA Lake No. 3, Cass County and
“Fremont SRA Lake No. 5 Dodge County. Note: Many cities

limit the take to less than 10. In Zorinsky Lake, there is a daily
bag limit of 10 panfish {bluegill and crappie) in combination.

Catch and Release Lakes — Wildwood Lake, Jenny
Newman Lake, Two Rivers Lake No. 3 and Fremont Lake No.
1 are the only total caich-and-release lakes in the state.
Jenny Newman Lake at Platte River State Park is open to
children under the age of 16 from the 4th Saturday in April
through the 4th Saturday in October from sunrise to 10 a.m.
Tackie restrictions exist on Jenny Newman Lake, Two Rivers
Lake No. 3, Fremont Lake No. 1 and US West Lake at
Mahoney State Park. All artificial lure hooks must either be
barbless or have the barbs crimped.

LENGTH LIMITS

Bass (Largemouth)

15-inch minimum: Statewide on all publicly owned, con-
trolled or managed waters, except where other limits apply
and parts of the Missouri River. There is a 12-inch minimum
size limit on ali black bass in the section of the Missouri River
between Nebraska and lowa and Nebraska and Missouri.
There is a 15-inch minimum size limit on largemouth bass on
the following Missouri River lakes and oxbows: DeSoto
National Wildlife Refuge Lake, Washingion County; Snyder
Bend Lake, Dakota and Thurston counties and Lake
Yankton, Cedar County. .

21-inch minimum: Burchard Lake, Pawnee County;
Zorinsky Lake, Douglas County; Skyview lake, Madison
County; Wehrspann Lake and Papio No. 21 Sarpy County
and Willow Lake, Brown County.

12-inch minimum: Non-public waters except for totally
private waters,

-Bass (Smalimouth and Spotted)

12-inch minimum: Siatewide on all publicly owned, con-
frolled or managed waters, except where other limits apply
and parts of the Missouri River. There is a 12-inch minimum
size limit on all biack bass in the section of the Missouri River
between Nebraska and lowa and Nebraska and Missouri.

Walleye, Sauger and Saugeye

15-inch minimum: Pawnee Lake, Lancaster County and
all waters west of U.S. Hwy. 183 from the Kansas-Nebraska
border north to its junction with U.S. Hwy. 20, west and north
on Hwy. 183 to the Nebraska-South Dakota border, except
for those regulated under the 18-inch size limit,

18-inch minimum: Merritt Reservoir, Cherry County;
Elwood Reservoir, Gosper County; Harlan County Reservoir
(including the Republican River upstream to the Oxford high-
way bridge), Harlan County; Branched Cak Heservoir,
Lancaster County; Sherman Reservoir, Sherman County;
and Calamus Reservoir, Loup County. Note: Only one fish
longer than 25 inches is allowed in the bag at Merritt
Reservoir, Cherry County; Sherman Reservoir, Sherman
County; Calamus Reservoir, Loup and Garfield counties;
Lake McConaughy, Keith Counly; and Elwood Reservoir,
Gosper County.

93]

Northern Pike
24-inch minimum: All inland waters east of U.S. 281,
30-inch minimum: Enders Reservoir, Chase County,
and Red Willow Reservoir, Frontier County.

Muskellunge/Tiger Musky
30-inch minimum: Statewide.

Bluegill

8-inch minimum: Stagecoach Reservoir, Lancaster
County; Mormon Island Lakes No. 1, 2 and 3, Hall County;
Wehrspann lake and Papio No. 21, Sarpy County;
Czechland Lake, Saunders County, and Zorinsky Lake,
Dougtas County.

Striped Bass and Hybrids/ White Bass (combined)

© Statewide on all publicly owned, controlied or managed
waters, no more than 1 fish over 18 inches in length, 3-fish
daily bag limit at Summit, Willow Creek, Conestoga and
Calamus reservoirs. Branched Qak has a minimum length
limit of 18-inches and a daily bag of one.

Crappie

10-inch minimum: Branched Oak and Pawnee reser-
vairs, Lancaster County; Wehrspann Lake and Papic No.21,
Sarpy County; Czechland Lake, Saunders County, and
Zorinsky Lake, Douglas County; Sherman Reservoir,
Sherman County .

Salmon and Trout

20-inch minimum: Lake McConaughy and Lake Ogallala
(Keith County) on both chinock saimon and brown trout.
Combination daily bag, which includes all salmon and trout,
is 4 with a possession of 8.

All Other Species — None.

LIMITS & FILLETING

Where fength and bag limits apply, fish may not be filleted
until fishing is completed for the day. Fish subject to a length
limit cannot be possessed with more than the gills, viscera
and scales removed while on the water, while wading or while
engaged in fishing. Fillets must be kept in one piece until
cooked, so bag and possession limits can be determined.
Any fish in possession while actively fishing will be subject to
length and bag limits that apply to the water being fished.

HOOK AND LINE LIMIT

Anglers are limited to 2 lines with 2 hooks on each line in
any pond, lake or reservoir, and for one-half mile in their
inlets, outlets and canals. _

In stream fishing, the limit is 5 hooks on a line or 15 hooks
in the aggregate. Only 5 lines with 2 hooks on each line are
permitted when ice fishing. Each ice fishing line used must
be under the direct supervision and within the unaided
observation of the angler. For snagging, only 1 hook may be
used (see Paddiefish/Snagging Section).

One hook means a single, double or treble-pointed hook,
All hooks attached to an artificial bait or lure are counted as
one hook. These limits apply to all fishing, including rod and
reed, poles, float lines, bank lines, setlines and. all other




types. The name, address and fishing permit number or cur-
rent drivers license number of the angler must be attached
to floats of all float lines, and to all imb lines and set lines.
Float lines may be used only on streams, rivers and Lewis
and Clark Lake. They cannot be attached to the bank, and
such a line must have a float attached at each end. A total of
15 hooks may be used on streams and rivers, but only two
hooks may be used on l.ewis and Clark Lake {see Missouri
River-South Dakota). Float lines must be personally attend-
ed. The use of glass floats is unlawful. Bag and possession
limits are the same as for hook and line.

ARCHERY/SURFACE SPEARFISHING

Game fish may be taken by bow and arrow from July 1
through Dec. 31 from sunrise to sunset, statewide. Game fish
may not be taken with surface spears. Nongame fish may be
taken by archery or surface spear year-round statewide, sun-
rise to sunset between Sept.1 and March 30 and 24 hours a
day from Apr. 1 through Aug. 31, .

Only hand-drawn longbows (including compound bows)
are legal. A crossbow may be used by a handicapped per-
son who has a medical certificate on file with the Game and
Parks Commission's Fisheries Division. Arrows may have
only one point, which must be barbed and must be attached
by a line to the bow.

The following waters are closed vyear-round; All
put-and-take lakes stocked by the Game and Parks
Commission; Two Rivers, Louisville, Fort Kearny, Fremont,
Mormon Island and Windmill state recreation areas; Platte
River and E. T. Mahoney state parks, and trout streams (see
Special Areas). For surface spearing, only hand spears are
legal. All spearing devices must be barbed.

Paddlefish - Missouri River

Paddlefish may be taken by bow and arrow and pos-
sessed on open waters of the Missouri River only during the
season beginning on the 2nd Saturday of July through the
4th Sunday of July. The area of the Missouri River open to
archery paddlefish is from Gavins Point Dam downstream to
the mouth of the Big Sioux River at mile marker 734, except

for a closed area thal extends downstream from Gavins
Point Dam to a line that extends from the east end of the
south cement wall of the discharge canal northwest to the
east end of the north wall of the stilling basin.

Paddlefish harvested by bow and arrow may be pos—
sessed only on the Missouri River that is open during the
respective season in the area designated as open for har-
vest. All paddiefish archery anglers must obtain and have in
their possession a paddiefish tag in addition to a fishing
ticense (if required). Please see section on Paddlefish Tags.
Any paddlefish landed must be tagged immediately in the
dorsal fin with the angler's tag. Any paddiefish tag that is
focked shut prior to attachment, altered or modified shall be
void and will not be replaced. A harvest quota will be man-
aged by issuing a limited number of free paddiefish tags with
a limit of no more than two tags per person. Only the head,
viscera and tail may be removed from archery-harvested
paddiefish during transport until the place of residence is
reached or the paddlefish is consumed.

Inland Waters

Paddiefish may be taken by archery in all inland water
under regulations governing archery and surface spearing
for game fish. The bag limit is one paddleflsh and the pos-
session limit is two paddlefish.

UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING

Lawful spear guns include hand spears, rubber band-
powered spear guns and spring-loaded spear guns, Al
spears used on powered spear guns must be attached to a
tanyard no more than 20 feet long. Underwater spearfishing
is not permitted within 100 vards of any designated swimming
or water ski jump area, boat dock, boat ramp or spillway.

Seasons

Game fish — July 1 through Dec. 31 in waters listed
below. Bag, possession and size limits are the same as for
hook and line, except that there is a daily bag of two walleye
and a possession [imit of four walleye in effect on all lakes
listed below. Hours are sunrise o sunset.

HOW TO WEIGH A FISH BY LENGTH

Lay the fish on a flat surface with the mouth closed and tail lobes pressed together. Measure the length from the tip of the
snout fo the end of the tail. Do not follow the contours of the fish. (Approximate weights shown)

Biack Lenglh (incty | 6 | & | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
Crappie Weight ibs) | 01 104 | 11 | 14 | 18 | 23 | 28 | 35 | 42
Bluegt | Length (ncky | 6 | 7 g8 i 9 101112 |1z | 14 | 15

_ Welght (ibs.) | 0.2 | 03 | 04 | 06 {09 | 12 | 16 | 21 | 27 | 34 -
Channel | Length(inch} ! 12 | 13 § 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 20 | 30
Catfish Weight (ibs) | 0.6 {07 ;09 12 | 14 | 17 | 21 | 25 | 30 |86 { 40 46 | 53 | 60 | 69 | 78 1 88 | 90 |10
Largemouth | Length (inck) ; 12 | 18 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 { 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 '
Bass Weight (Ibs) | 09 (11 | 15 | 1.8 | 25 | 28 § 33 | 40 1 47 {585 | 64 | 74 | 85
Northern | Length noh) | 12 | 18 | 24 ] 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 2s a0 |1 |3 |33 | a4 |65 | 56 | 57 | 38 3 1
Pike Weight (Ibs) | 04 | 13 : 40 | 45 | 50 | 56 | 62|68 | 75 |83 o1 | 99 [108] 118128 135
‘Ralmbow | Length (inch} | & | @ 14 198 79 | 17 |98 |48 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27
Trout Weight (bs.) | 0.1 14 | 14 | 17 121 125 |29 | 34 401 456 | 52 | 60 | 68 | 7.7 | 86
Walleye Lengihinct} | 12 | 13 | 14 : 16 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 ; 27 | 28 | 29 | 30

Weight (bs.) | 0.6 15 ] 19 l22 {27 [ 31|87 | 42 49 | 56 | 64 | 7.2 | 81 | 9.1 [102 114
White bass | Length (neh} | 6 | @ | 12 | 13 { 14 | 15 i 16 | 17 | 18 | 18 | 20
Weight (Ibs) | 01 |04 | 0.9 | 11 | 14 (17 | 214 | 25 | 30 | 35 | 4.1
Wiper Length (inchy | 12 | 13 | 14 | 16 ; 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 28 | 24 | 25 | 28 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
Weight (bs) | 08 |11 | 14 { 18 | 21 1 26 | 81 |37 [ 43150 | 58 | 67 | 7.7 | 87 | 88 | 11.1 | 124 [13.9 | 154
Flathead [ Length(inch) | 12 | 18 | 24 . 26 | 28 | 80 | 32 | 84 | 3 | 36 | 40 | 42 | 44 | 46 | 48 | 60 | 52 | 55
Catish Weight (bs) | 0.7 |24 | 69 | 7.5 | 94 | 117 | 143 | 173 | 20.6 [24.3 | 28.5 | 33.1 | 36.2 | 438 | 50.0 | 567 | 63.9 | 76
i i




Nongame fish — Open year-round in waters listed
below. There are no size, bag or possession limits. Hours are
sunrise to sunset.

Open Waters

. Privately owned lakes with permission of the lake owner

. Lake McConaughy, Keith County

. Lake Ogallala, Keith County

. Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff County

. Box Butte Reservoir, Dawes County

. Lewis and Clark Lake, Knox County

. Harlan County Reservoir

. Enders Reservoir, Chase County

. Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock County

. Hugh Butler (Red Willow) Reservoir, Frontier and Red
Willow counties

11. Harry Strunk (Medicine Creek) Reservoir, Frontier County

12, Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County

13. Maloney Reservoir, Lincoln County

14. Jeffrey Canyon Reservoir, Lincoln County

15. Johnson Reservoir, Gosper and Dawson counties

16. Sherman Reservoir, Sherman County

17. Elwood Reservoir, Gosper County

18. Merritt Reservoir, Cherry County

19. Calamus Reservoir, Loup and Garfield counties

Diver’s Flag

The diver's flag must be displayed on the water on a float
or buoy when diving or underwater-powered spearfishing.
Divers and underwater spearfishermen must remain within
150 feet of the flag. The flag must be at least 12 inches
square, with a red background and white diagonal stripe that
is one-fifth the width of the flag. The white stripe must run from
the top of the hoist to the bottom of the flag. It is unlawful to
display this flag when diving or spearfishing is not in progress.

SNAGGING

Snagging of paddlefish and nongame fish only is permitted
in the Missouri River urider season dates and limits specified
in the Paddlefish and Snagging of Nongame Fish section. All
other waters of the state are closed to snagging for all species
at all times. All fish that are snagged accidentally or otherwise
foul-hooked must be returned to the water immediately.

PADDLEFISH & SNAGGING OF
NONGAME FISH

Missouri River — Snagging of paddiefish and nongame
fish is permitted in the Missouri River from the Gavins Point
Dam downstream to the mouth of the Big Sioux River at Mile
Marker 734, except for a closed area that extends down-
stream -from Gavins Point Dam to a line that extends from
the east end of the south cement wall of the discharge canal
northwest to the east end of the north wall of the stilling
basin. Paddlefish harvested by snagging may be possessed
only on the Missouri River during the respective open sea-
son in the area designated as open for harvest.-

The snagging season runs only from Oct. 1 through Oct.
30. Legal hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. All snaggers must obtain
and have in their possession an unfilled paddlefish tag in
addition to a fishing license and Aquatic Habitat Stamp (if
required) to be actively snagging. Please see section on
Paddlefish Tags. A paddlefish must be tagged immediately in
the dorsal fin with the anglers tag upon addition to the creel.
Any paddlefish tag that is locked prior to attachment, altered
or modified shall be void and will not be replaced. Only one
hook may be used when snagging, and the gap between the
point of the hook to the shank may not exceed one-half inch.

The daily bag and possession limits are equal to the total
number of tags issued to an individual. A harvest quota will
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be managed by issuing a limited number of free paddlefish
tags with a limit of no more than two tags per person.
(Consult section on paddlefish tags on page 29). All paddle-
fish anglers are required to cast for and hook their own fish.
All paddlefish between 35 and 45 inches long (measured
along the center line of the fish, lying flat, including the entire
eye to the natural fork of the tail), must be returned to the
water immediately. The slot limit is designed to protect the

majority of spawning-size fish.

T

It is unlawful to use a gaff hook or other penetrating device
while landing snagged paddlefish. Immediate cleaning of a
snagged paddiefish is restricted to the removal of only the
snout, anterior of the eye and the viscera. Final processing
may only be completed once the angler has reached his res-
idence or prior to consumption. Anglers should be prepared
to transport a large paddlefish with only the snout removed,
if they choose to harvest a fish more than 45 inches in length.

ICE FISHING

When ice fishing, only 5 lines with no more than 2 hooks
on each line are permitted. Each line or tip-up used while
fishing public standing waters must be under the direct super-
vision and within the unaided observation of the angler. Holes
made for ice fishing may not exceed 10 inches in diameter on
any area controlled by the Game and Parks Commission.

A special $5 permit is required for a permanent shelter on
state recreation and wildlife management area lakes. Appli-
cations and regulations are available from conservation offi-
cers, Commission offices or by mail from the Game and
Parks Commission, Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503. This does
not apply to temporary shelters used and removed each day.

BAIT AND MINNOWS

Bait fish may not be sold except by permit. For commercial
purposes (bait vendors, private aquaculturists and nonresi-
dent fish dealers), please refer to the official regulations sup-
plied with your permit. The following regulation guidelines
apply only to bait obtained for personal use. It is unlawful to
take minnows from any lake, reservoir or bayou. Digging, sein-
ing and trapping for bait or any other purpose is prohibited on
all state-owned or controlled areas. All game fish, of whatever
size, taken while netting or seining for bait must immediately
be returned to the waters from which taken. The bag limit of
minnows for personal use is 100. Possession limit is 100.

Gizzard Shad — Shad may be taken for use as bait by
legal minnow dip nets in any number from lakes, ponds, reser-
voirs, and below dams and other artificial obstructions for a
distance of 200 yards below such obstructions. Live shad can
only be used in the body of water in which they were captured.
Shad may be taken by legal minnow seine, or dip net in any
number in streams except those streams closed to the taking
of minnows or bait by such method. (See Special Areas).

Below Dams — The seining or capturing of minnows for
commercial or private purposes for a distance of 200 yards
below any dam, check, spillway or other artificial obstruction
is unlawful. Individuals may take minnows for personal use as
bait using a legal minnow dip net within a 200-yard distance
below any dam, spillway or other artificial obstruction.




Restricted Species — It is unlawful to sell, transport or

offer for sale as bait, any live carp, carpsucker, buffalo, gar,

quillback, gizzard shad or bowfin. Live fish of those species
may be used for bait only in the same waters from which they
are legally taken. Dead carp, carpsucker, buffalo, gar, quill-
back, gizzard shad or bowfin may be transported for use as
hait, Game fish can be used for bait: {1) if they have been
jegally acquired from a licensed aquacuiturist or a nonresi-
dent fish dealer. The angler must keep a legible receipt or
invoice from the dealer listing the date, seller's name and
address; and number and size of each species sold, or (2) if
they are captured using hook and line and used at the body
of water from which they were captured. In the latter case,
the angter wilt be required to follow both size and bag limits
that are enforced on that water body.

Exporting — No more than 100 legally captured min-
nows may be exporied by a resident for his personal use in
fishing outside the state. No other minnows laken from
Nebraska waters may be transported out of the state in any
mannher, except minnows artificially propagated in
man-made impoundments by licensed aquaculturists.

Importing — It is unlawful to import or transport carp,
carpsucker, buffalo, quillback, gar, gizzard shad or bowfin
into the state for use as bait. Special permits are required for
a person to import and sell bait or bait minnows.

Baits and Scents — Cuthait is legal if the fish used has
been legally acquired and the size, bag and possession fimits
for that species and water body have been followed. 1t is also
legal to chum for fish using non-harmful baits. Anise oil and
other scents that do not stun, kili or harm fish are permitted.

Crayfish — There is no limit on the number of crayfish a
person may possess, ner is a fishing license required. Anyone
over the age of 16 must have a bait vendor’s license in order
to sell crayfish. Crayfish may be captured by hook and line, by
hand or by legal fish nets and traps as described below.

Fish Nets and Traps — The possession or use of any
nets, traps, electrical gear capable of stunning fish or other
devices except the following is unlawful:

1. Minnow seines of one-fourth inch non-metallic square
mesh only and not over 20 feet fong and 4 feet deep,

2. Minnow dip nets of one-fourth inch non-metallic square
mesh. Neither length nor width may exceed 36 inches,

3. Minnow and bait traps of one-fourth inch square mesh
material with a length of 24 inches or less, a diameter of 16
inches or less and a threat 1 inch or less in diameter. All min-
now traps shall be raised and the minnows removed at least
every 24 hours.

4. Landing nets, made of non-metallic mesh, used only for
landing fish caught on hook-and-line.

Closed Waters — See Special Areas section.

BULLFROGS

Builfrog season runs Aug. 16 through Oct. 31. The bag
limit is 8 bullfrogs per person. They may be captured only by
hand or by the use of a hand net and hook-and-line. Artificial
light may be used when taking bulifrogs. Bullirogs must mea-
sure 4fi inches from snout to vent or be released. Only the
entrails may be removed prior to transport.

SNAPPING TURTLES

Snapping turtles may be taken year-round, and limits are 10
in the daily bag and 20 in possession. They may be taken only
by hand, hand net, hook-and-line, bow-and-arrow or gaff hook.

MUSSELS (CLAMS)

Mussels may be taken year-round by hand, hand net or
hook-and-iine. The limit is 10 daily and 20 in possession.

SPECIAL AREA REGULATIONS

Burchard WMA Lake — It is unlawful to fish in this
Pawnee County lake during the waterfowl hunting season,
beginning Oct. 15 until the close of dark goose season each
year, except bank fishing from the face of the dam is permit-
ted during this closed period as posted by signs.

Wildwood Lake — Possession of any fish species, other
than bait minnows, while fishing this lake is prohibited. This
lake is designated a No Kill Lake. All species must immedi-
ately be returned to the lake unharmed.

Schilling Waterfowl Management Area This area is open
to fishing from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily from Apr. 15 through
Sept. 15 except when closed by the Commission by posting.

Skyview Lake, Zorinsky Lake, Burchard Lake,
Wehrspann Lake, Papio No. 21 and Willow Lake All bass
caught must be immediately returned to the water, except
that one fish 21 inches in length or longer may be kept in the
daily bag. Wehrspann, Papio No. 21 and Zorinsky have min-
imum size limits of 8 inches and 10 inches respectively for
bluegill and crappie, and Zorinsky has a special daily bag
limit of 10 pandish (bluegill and crappie) in combination.

Twin Lakes WMA (Seward County) — This wildlife man-
agement area is closed to all public use from Oct. 15 until the
end of the dark goose season.

Buffalo Creek WMA (Scotts Bluff and Banner counties)
- 1t is uniawiul to use morve than two lines with two hooks per
line when fishing in Buffalo Creek Pond, inciuding ice fishing.

Fort Robinson State Park (Dawes County) — It is
uniawful to use more than 2 lines with 2 hooks on each line
when fishing in Cherry Creek, lcehouse and Grabel ponds
and Carter P. Johnson Lake. This includes ice fishing.

Eugene T. Mahoney State Park (Cass County) Marina
{.ake: Children under 16 years of age and handicapped
adults are permitted fo fish the entire lake, except the imme-
diate marina area, from sunrise to 10 a.m. daily. Daily bag limit
is two fish. There is an 18-inch size imit on largemouth bass.
US West Lake: Fishing is permitted daily. Largemouth bass
and bluegill fishing is limited to catch and release. The daily
bag limit on all trout and channel catfish is three fish of each
species per angler. Only barbless hooks or hooks with flat-
tened barbs may be used on this fake.

Platte River State Park {Cass County) Jenny Newman
Lake: Children less than 16 years old are permitted to fish
the entire lake, except the immediate marina area, from sun-
rise to 10 a.m. daily, the fourth Saturday of April to the fourth
Sunday of October. Possession of any fish species, other
than bait minnows while fishing this lake is prohibited. The
lake is designated a No Kill Lake. All species must immedi-
ately be returned to the iake unharmed. With the exception
of bait hooks, all artificial lure hooks must either be barbless
or have the barbs crimped.

Clear Lake (Brown County) — It is unlawful 1o have in
possession or use for bait any minnows, alive or dead, while
fishing this lake. Further, it is unlawful to have in possession
any live fish other than those taken from this lake.

Sherman Reservoir (Sherman County) — Sherman
Dam and the area paralieling the shoreline at the dam
extending 150 feet lakeward shall be closed to fishing from
sunset to sunrise Apr. 1 through Apr, 20.

Enders Reservoir {Chase County) — It is unlawful to
fish or boat inside the Game Refuge during the waterfowl
hunting season. o

Niobrara Siate Park (Knox ‘County) — Largemouth
bass fishing is limited to -catch-and-release on two park
lakes; possession is prohibited. -

Fremont SRA (Dedge County) — Lake No, 1 is desig-
nated as a total catch-and-release (no kill) lake. Possession of
any fish species while fishing this water body is prohibited, and
any fish caught must be returned unharmed to the lake imme-
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THREATENED AND
ENDANGERED SPECIES

Lake sturgeon and pallid sturgeon. Season closed. If
caught, return to the water immediately. Anglers who catch
either of these species are asked to notify the Game and Parks
Commissions Fisheries Division or the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium,
so hiologists can record where the species was caught.

Pallid Sturgeon

Outer barbels twice as long
as inner barbels

Shovelnose Sturgeon

Barbels all same length

PALLID STURGEON ALERT

Anglers should be on the look out for tagged pallid stur-
geon when fishing Nebraska rivers and streams. The pallid
sturgeon is an endangered species at both the state and
national levels, and recovery efforts are under way through-
out the Missouri River Basin.

Cooperating with the Missouri Department of
Conservation, the Game and Parks Commission stocked
412 pallid sturgeon, 10 inches long, in the lower Platte River
in October 1997. Each fish has a numbered yellow tag
attached to the left pectoral fins. The tags have a Missouri
Conservation Department mailing address, but anglers are
urged to help with the recovery effort by reporting the tag
number, the date caught and released, and the location
where caught and released. Please do NOT remove the tag.

It is most important to remember to return any pallid stur-
geon caught to the water as soon as possible. While tag
information may be sent to the address on the tag, it should
also be sent to the Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, PO Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503-0370.

NEBRASKA’S TEMPERATE BASS

Currently four species of temperate bass and one hybrid
can be found in Nebraska — the striped bass, white bass,
yellow bass, white perch and white bass/striped bass hybrid
(wiper). Of these, only the white bass is native to Nebraska.

The striped bass, a species native to the Atlantic Coast,
was introduced into several of Nebraska’s larger reservoirs
including Lake McConaughy, during the 1960s and early
1970s. The goal was to create a trophy striper fishery that
would utilize an abundant shad prey base. Now only a rem-
nant striper population remains, with Lake McConaughy
containing the highest number. Natural reproduction is limit-
ed, and no stockings are occurring.

z“.{ i
Striped Bass fr

Historically, the white bass was found in Nebraska with
populations in the Missouri and lower Platte rivers. The first
reservoir stocking of white bass occurred in 1944 with adults
introduced into Lake McConaughy. Since then white bass
have been introduced into most major reservoirs in the state
and provide excellent fishing opportunity.

1 Tooth Patch

White Bass

The wiper, a white bass/striped bass hybrid, has grown in
popularity among Nebraska anglers because of its fighting
ability. Wipers have been introduced into reservoirs across
the state that contain abundant shad populations, the main
diet of wipers. It is difficult to distinguish a wiper from a white
bass when they are small, but wipers have two tooth patches
on the tongue, and white bass have only one. Once wipers
reach 12 to 15 inches identifying them based on external
characteristics becomes easier. The wiper's stripes also are
much more distinct than those found on white bass. Wipers
have tremendous growth potential as shown by the current
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state record of nearly 18 pounds. Stocking of wipers is expen-

ive, and if anglers want to enjoy battling a trophy wiper, it is
ismportant fortt?em to not treat a wiper like a whlltje ¥)ass, which

has more limited growth potential. Instead treat wipers like a
trophy fish and practice catch-and-release. The excitement
that they provide on the end of the line is what wiper fishing
is all about.

2 Tooth Patches

The white perch is a member of the temperate bass fam-
ily that Nebraska wishes it didn’t have. Several characteris-
tics makes them detrimental to sport fishing. White perch are
aggressive, highly prolific, have limited growth potential and
are not a preferred prey by any predators. Thus, when they
are present, fish populations are dominated by stunted white
perch. White perch were brought to Nebraska from New
Jersey in 1964 as an experiment to improve fishing in alka-
line lakes in the Sandhills. They were inadvertently intro-
duced into Wagon Train Lake near Lincoln in 1964, appar-
ently mixed in with a stocking of largemouth bass fry. During
the 1970s their populations expanded, and they have
become permanently established in Salt Creek and the
Platte River. Both Wagon Train and Stagecoach lakes were
renovated in the mid-1970s to eliminate white perch.
Currently Branched Oak and Holmes lakes are the only two
public lakes with high densities of white perch. Anglers
shouldn’t have any problem distinguishing this species from
white bass or wipers, since it has no tooth patches or stripes.

No Tooth Patches

‘”.‘éz:-’\"_ PSR 4 :
White Perch | NNy

The yellow bass is another member of the temperate
bass family considered undesirable. It has detrimental char-
acteristics similar to the white perch, but fortunately it has
not taken over any lake into which it has gained access.
Apparently it was transferred via an illegal introduction from
lowa. Currently, there are populations in Louisville SRA Lake
#2 and Glenn Cunningham Lake in Omabha. Yellow bass, as

No Tooth Patches

Yellow Bass

the name indicates, are a silvery yellow color. Their stripes
are very distinct, and, as with the white perch, they have no
tooth patch. It is important for anglers to be able to identify
their catch, and more important for them to understand that
it is illegal and potentially harmful to move fish from one body
of water to another. ;

" NEBRASKA PIKE

‘rﬁska has been home t6'four sl?c'ee-of pike and-one
hybrid. Historically, only northern piké and grass pickergl
inhabited the the state. Chain piekerel were stocked into tivo
lakes near North Platte in-the 1960’s but they no longet exist
in Nebraska. Muskellunge were introdueed-into Merritt and
Elwood redervoirs and Watts Lake, and ithe tiger musky (a
northern/piké x muskellunge hybrid) has been stocked
across the state. '

Muslkellunge and tiger musky, the largest members of the
family, av% scales on only the upperrrnalt{f the cheek and
opercle. Both the cheek aqd opercle arge fully scaled on pick-
erelsy grass pickerel are; common t@ northern Nebraska
streams\and seldom exceed 12 inchgs |in length. Northern
pike/ havenscales on the entire cheek but-only on the upper
halfl of the [Opercle. They are widely-distributed and especial-
ly gommon in Sandhitt-akes. !

Northern Pike
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diately. Only barbless hooks or hooks with flattened barbs may
be used on this lake. L.ake No. 20: 1t shall be unlawful to fish
from a boat from 10 a.m. to 1 hour before sunset.

Two Rivers SRA (Douglas County} — Lake No. 3 is
designated as a total catch and release (no kill) lake.
Possession of any fish species while fishing this water body
is prohibited, and any fish caught must be returned
unharmed to the lake immediately. Only barbless hooks or
hooks with flattened barbs may be used on this lake. Archery
fishing, spearing, jigging and baiting are prohibited in all
lakes. Lake No. 5§ is designated as a put-and-take trout fish-
ing lake and is subject to special reguiations. A deily trout tag
is required to attempt to take and to possess trout on the
entire Two Rivers area. Cost of the tag is $4 which allows the
harvest of four trout. Check at area office.

Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge — Fishing is
permitted during daylight hours in Island Lake year-round.
Electric-type outboard motors only are permitted on lakes
open to fishing. The use of internal combustion motors is
prohibited. The possession or use of live or dead minnows
and the possession of any fish not taken from refuge waters
are unlawful. However, frozen or dead smelt may be used for
bait. Overnight camping is not permitted.

Valentine National Refuge — Fishing is permitied
year-round during daylight hours, unless otherwise posted.
Electric-type outboard motors only are permiited on lakes
open to fishing. The use of internal combustion metors is pro-
hibited. Possession or use of live or dead minnows and pos-
session of any fish not taken from refuge waters are unlaw-
ful. However, frozen or dead smeit may be used for bait.
There is a 15-inch size minimum on black bass on all refuge
lakes, except Watts Lake, which is catch-and-release only for
hass and muskellunge. All northern pike over 28 inches must
be released. Special fishing regulations are in effect as post-
ed. Please take note of the special regulations. Check at
refuge headquarters for specific regulation information.
Overnight camping is not permitted.

North Platte National Wildlife Refuge — Lake Minatare
and Lake Winters Creek are open to fishing Jan. 15 through
Sept. 30 or as posted. Waters within 150 feet of the dam at
Lake Minatare are closed to fishing from sunset to sunrise
from March 1 through April 30. There is a 15-inch minimum
size limit on walleye in Lake Minatare and Lake Winters
Creek. ‘

Trout Waters — It is unlawful to take or attempt to take
game or nongame fish by bow and arrow or spearing and to
take or attempt to take by seine or trap any bait or minnows
in any of the following trout streams:

Antelope County: Verdigre Creek and all tributaries.

Brown County: Bone Creek and all tributaries, Long Pine
Creek and all tributaries, Plum Creek and all tributaries
and Fairfield Creek.

Box Butte County: Niobrara River.

1

Cherry County : Middle Loup River and all tributaries,
North Loup River and all tributaries, Schiage! Creek,
Fairfield Creek, Snake River and all tributaries, Plum
Creek and all tributaries.

Cheyenne County: Lodgepole Creek west of Brownson.

Dawes County: Chadron Creek, Big Bordeaux Creek,
Little Bordeaux Creek, White River above Crawford,
Niobrara River from Box Butte Reservoir west to the
Wyoming fine and all tributaries, Dead Horse Creek,
Squaw Creek and White Clay Creek.

Garden County: Blue Creek.

Holt County: Steei Creek and North, Middle and South
branches of Verdigre Creek.

Hooker County: Dismal River and all tributaries.

Keith County: Otter Creek, White Tail Creek and
Lonergan Creek and all tributaries.

Kimball County: Lodgepole Creek and all tributaries.

Knox County: North, Middle and South Verdigre and all
tributaries above the town of Verdigre and Steel Creek.

Loup County: Gracie Creek.

Morrill County: Red Willow Creek, Cedar Creek,
Greenwood Creek, Wiidhorse Creek, lawrence Fork
Creek, Silvernail Drain, Stuckenhole Creek and Pumpkin
Creek below Highway 88.

Rock County: Long Pine Creek.

Scotts Bluff County: Nine Mile Creek, Winters Creek,
Tub Springs, Wet Spotted Tail Creek, Dry Spotted Tail
Creek, Sheep Creek, Dry Sheep Creek, Stuckenhole
Creek, Akers Draw, Mitchell Drain, Moffett Drain, Alliance
Drain and Bayard Drain.

Sheridan County: Snake River, Larrabee Creek, White
Ciay Creek, Pine Creek, Deer Creek and Little Bordeaux
Creek.

Sioux County: Sheep Creek Drain, Dry Sheep Creek
Drain, Dry Spotted Tail Creek, Spotted Tail Creek,
Niobrara River and all tributaries, White River, Soidier
Creek and all tributaries, Monroe Creek, Sowbelly Creek
and Hat Creek.

Webster County: EIm Creek.

it is unlawful to possess & dip/landing net or seine of any
type on trout spawning streams in Sioux, Scotts Biuff, Morril,
Garden and Keith counties that are tributary to the North
Platte River and Lake McConaughy, including: Pumpkin,
Red Willow, Wildhorse, Stuckenhole, Nine Mile, Tub Springs,
Winter, Sheep, Dry Sheep, Spotted Tail, Dry Spotted Tail,
Otter, Clear, Lonergan, Upper Dugout, Indian, Silvernail
Drain and Cedar creeks.

BOUNDARY WATERS

Missouri River {lowa) — Anglers holding a valid sport
tishing permit from either Nebraska or lowa may fish in the
waters of the Missouri River lying between the two states.
Waters of the Missouri River are defined to include all
oxbows, sloughs, chutes and backwaters that draw water
from the Missouri River proper. Oxbows, chutes and backwa-
ters separated from the Missouri River by land are included
only if the state boundary line passes through some part of
such waters. The mouths of streams emptying info the
Missouri River are not included in this reciprocal agreement,
thus a valid fishing license for that state is required. Fishing
may be from boats or from the bank. All anglers shall conform
with the regulations of the state in which they are fishing,
unless the regulations of the licensee’s state are more restric-
tive. Then, the licensee must conform to the more restrictive




regulations. Anglers may transport fish taken from the waters
of the Missouri River through the neighboring state, provided
they return to their home state by the most direct route.

Desoto National Wildlife Refuge — Sport fishing by
hook-and-line and archery is permitted as designated by
area regulations. The use of trot lines and float lines is
unlawful. All anglers shall conform with the regulations of the
state in which they are licensed, either Nebraska or lowa,
and federal refuge regulations as posted.

Missouri River (South Dakota) — Nebraska or South
Dakota residents holding a valid sport fishing permit from
their home state may fish that part of the Missouri River that
constitutes the legal boundary between the two states. This
includes Lewis and Clark Lake, Gavins Point Dam and its
tailwaters. However, anglers must conform to the regulations
of the state in which they are fishing unless the regulations
of their home state are more restrictive. Then, the angler
must conform to the more restrictive regulations. At Lewis
and Clark Lake it is unlawful for any person to use more than
two lines with more than two hooks on each line; this restric-
tion applies to all water area from Gavins Point Dam
upstream to the Santee boat ramp in Knox County,
Nebraska. In no case may an angler licensed in only one
state fish in tributaries in the other state. Fishing is permitted
from boat or bank.

Missouri River (Missouri) — Anglers holding a valid
sport fishing permit from either Nebraska or Missouri may
fish with hook-and-line, including personally attended jugs or
floats, on the flowing portion of the Missouri River lying with-
in the boundary of Nebraska or Missouri. In no case may the
angler licensed in only one state fish in the tributaries, bay-
ous or backwaters of the Missouri River in the other state.
Anglers may not fish from or attach any device or equipment
to land under the jurisdiction of the state in which they are
not licensed. Creel limits and methods of the state that
licenses the sport angler shall apply.

FISH STOCKING

It is unlawful to release any non-native fish, reptile or
amphibian in waters of the state or to release any fish in any
public waters in the state except those from which it came,
without written authorization from the Game and Parks
Commission.

NOTICE — DO NOT transfer any minnows or other fish
from one lake or stream to another. You could be destroying
your own fishing!

KIDS’ FISHING CLINICS

Is your club or organization interested in hosting a kids’
fishing clinic? The Commission’s Aquatic Education pro-
gram has all the materials necessary to teach the youth in
your community how much fun fishing can be. Fishing rods,
bobbers, stickers and more are available from the Outdoor
Education Division at the Outdoor Education Center at Ak-
Sar-Ben Aquarium near Gretna, phone 402-332-3901.

TOURNAMENTS/CONTESTS/DERBIES

When they involve tagged or otherwise marked fish, fishing
tournaments, derbies or contests are prohibited on: (1) waters
owned or controlled by the Game and Parks Commission and
(2) waters stocked by the Game and Parks Commission dur-
ing the preceding 24 months, excluding private lakes not
owned by the state or other governmental entity.

HELP WANTED

You can help fisheries managers by returning the tags
from any tagged fish you catch. The tag will be returned to
you, along with data on where the fish was tagged.
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FISH KILL REPORTS

Report dead or dying fish by notifying your local conser-
vation officer, district Game and Parks Commission office or
the 24-hour State Patrol pollution complaint number, 402-
471-4545, as soon as possible. Prompt notification will make
it easier to determine the cause.

GRASS CARP

The diploid (fertile) grass carp is now approved by the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for use in private
waters for aquatic weed control

ETHICAL ANGLERS

Know and obey fishing regulations that protect our aquat-
ic resources and spread the harvest among all anglers.
Follow a personal code of behavior since laws cannot cover
all situations. Learn techniques to handle fish that will ensure
survival if released to be caught again. Respect property
owners’ rights when access to water requires crossing pri-
vate land. Ensure good fishing for future generations by lim-
iting the harvest, rather than focusing on harvesting the limit.
Cooperate and act courteously with all resource users,
including other anglers, swimmers and boaters. Respect the
environment and leave the fishing site in the same or better
condition. Know that deliberately discarding bait fish or
plants into lakes, reservoirs and other waterways can
destroy the ecological balance of the aquatic environment.

ZEBRA MUSSEL ALERT

The zebra mussel, a small black and white striped bivalve
mollusk, first appeared in this country in 1988. Since then it
has spread throughout the Great Lakes and into the
Mississippi River basin. This barnacle-like mussel is a
multi-million dollar threat to agricultural, industrial and
municipal water delivery systems. It is also a threat to native
mussels and maybe to sport fisheries. Public assistance in
reporting zebra mussel sightings is essential to help prevent
its spread to other inland lakes and rivers.

The primary method of transfer is from boats carrying
mussels from infested waters. Inspect your boat, motor and
trailers frequently for zebra mussels, especially if boatinyg
on the Missouri River or waters
east of the Missouri. Dry your
boat out or power-wash it
before relaunching.
Zebra mussels
are tough
organisms and
survive
extended
periods out of
the water if in a
moist environment. If
you think you have a zebra
mussel, save it and send it to the nearest NGPC district
office for identification.

PRIVATE WATERS

The issue of fishing private water raises several common
questions. What constitutes a private pond that doesn’t
require anglers to have a valid fishing license? The only
exception to the requirement of a valid license is when a body
of water is entirely on private land, has been entirely private-
ly stocked with private hatchery-reared fish, and doesn’t con-
nect by inflow or outflow with other waters outside the pond
owner’s property. An unlicensed angler who catches fish from
such a body of water and wants to remove them from the
premises must have a written statement from the pond owner
listing the pond owner’s name and the number of fish taken.




Each year, the owners of new or newly renovated private
ponds across the state apply to the Commission to be
stocked. These ponds are inspected by a district biologist.
Those meeting minimum requirements receive largemouth
bass and bluegill from state hatcheries. Receiving state
hatchery fish doesn’t mean these ponds are open to the
public, however. Anglers are still required to obtain permis-
sion before fishing. Private ponds provide some of the best
bass and bluegill fishing opportunity to Nebraska anglers.
Stocking bass and bluegill fingerlings costs the agency little,
and is easily justified considering about one-quarter of all
licensed angler days are spent on private ponds.

Anglers must observe statewide bag and possession reg-
ulations. A valid fishing license is required of those of an age
requiring a fishing license, including the pond owner. If they
wish, pond owners may restrict anglers to more restrictive
regulations. It is important for anglers to remember that it is
a privilege to fish private ponds, and they must respect the
land they are on and the pond in which they are fishing.

IGHEAD CARP EXPANDING RANGE

Inthe past several years there has been a steady increase
in reparts from eastern Nebraska anglers of catches of a
strange)ooking fish. The fish in question was identified as a
bighead &arp, an exotic fish introduced into the southern U.S.
in the eatly 1970s by the aquaculture industry. /Since that
time, it has\ escaped into the wild, moved through river sys-
tems and up, the Missouri River. The bighead carp has a very
large head t!‘g:can account for almost one third of its length

and small eyés set low on the head. The mguth is slit-like in
appearance dnd does not resemble mouths of other fish
more commonl‘y caught. The lateral line on'the side of the fish
starts very high, dips sharply downward/then extends to the
tail. Scales are small for the size of the fish, mostly dark gray
above fading to off-white below with 4 smattering of darker
blotches across the\back. The flesh gf bighead carp is white,
firm and bony like ather carp merybers; however, if scored
and deep fat fried the flesh is quité palatable.

Bighead Carp

Most harvest gf bighead carp is Gurrently by archers. This
fish species feeds primarily on zooplankton and other micro-
scopic organisms but occasionally takes a worm or other
bait offered by an angler. Currently kighead carp can be
found in the quiet waters of the Missouki River and its tribu-
taries. The first reported catch in Nebragka was on July 1,

1987, neaf Omaha. Nebraska’s largest teported bighead
carp weighed 56 pounds and was taken by an archer near
Peru. Bighead carp also have been reported in Salt Creek,

below spme of the Salt Valley reservoirs and in the lower
reaches of the Platte and Nemaha rivers. )

The/effect of this new exotic species is ndt known, but
since ft is a zooplankton feeder, biologists arg\concerned
about/its effect on native species with similar food require-
mentsg, such as the young-of-the-year of all fish species, min-
nows and paddlefish. Only time will tell its long-term effect on
natiye populations, but it does remind us of the need for cau-
tion when considering the introduction of an exotic organism.
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CLOSE THE DAM
G WALLEYE SPAWNING?

alleye fishing is a tradition for many
Nebraska anglers.™Mfter suffering through a long winter of
“cabin fever” they fes| this may be their only opportunity
each year to catch a big'walleye. Others worry that fishing for
walleyes at this time might harm the population, when
spawning females are removed or disturbed. Just what are
the facts? Can anglers continye to take advantage of this
early-season fishing opportunityy or do walleye populations
need protection during spawning®

Like most species of freshwatex, fish, walleyes have a
tremendous reproductive écapacity. Ong big female can pro-
duce over 200,000 eggs. Therefore, & walleye population
can be maintained when only a few fgmales spawn suc-
cessfully. However,
gists call “recruitmient,” is unpredictable.
in a given year) usually agcur only once

Early spring

and comp
affect regruitment. The biggest year-classes are ushally pro-

ers. Sarprisingly, an abundance of large spawners
iimit/sgthe survival of small walleyes, due to competition and
canribalism. Maximum numbers of large spawners are not
needed to maintain a population.




Data collected from Nebraska reservoirs show that fish-
ing during spawning has no negative impact on walleye pop-
ulations. kor example, in 1990, if every female harvested at
Harlan County Reservoir during spawning had been full of
eggs, anglers’\would have removed only 2% of the walleye
eggs produced.\Another 4% of the eggs were removed to
produce walleyes\for stocking in Nebraska reservoirs. Thus
94% of all walleye eggs produced at Harlan County
Reservoir that spring\were spawned — more than enough to
maintain the population.

Walleyes are broadcast spawners. Males escort a female
as she randomly broadcasts her eggs over a spawning area.
Rock substrates are the best habitat for walleye spawning,
so spawners tend to conceptrate on rocked dam faces.
However, not all walleyes spawn on the dam. Some fish trav-
el up feeder streams, while others spawn on any areas of
rock or gravel they find. Angler agtivity does not inhibit wall-
eye spawning. Fish continue to spawn in the presence of
humans. In fact, walleyes are much more interested in
spawning than feeding at this time.

Angler surveys show that comparatively few large
females are harvested during the spawning period. The
greatest number of female walleyes caught from Nebraska
reservoirs are taken in May and June — after they have
spawned. Walleye fishing is actually better durlgg early sum-
mer than during spawning, and more people arg, fishing dur-
ing that time. It really makes no difference when a\big female
is removed from the population — in April just hotyrs before
she spawns or June when she is months from spawning
again. Once she is harvested, she will not have the ogportu-
nity to spawn again. If big females need protection in
Nebraska, more could be protected by closing the season
during Memorial Day weekend that during the spawning
season.

Dam closures during walleye spawning are in effect ak
Lake Minatare and Sherman Reservoir. Both were imple-
mented to eliminate illegal activity — snagging and dip net-
ting. Since most anglers pursue spawning walleyes after,
dark, these illegal and unethical activities are relatively eag
to get away with. At Minatare and Sherman, local anglérs
and conservation officers felt it was easier to eliminate these
activities by closing the dams at night. However, walleye
populations at neither reservoir have shown incrgases in
recruitment during these closures. Snagging and dip-netting
are already illegal and unethical. It would be better if all
anglers obey the regulations so everyone gan have an
opportunity to fish for walleyes during early sfring along the
dam faces.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT/PLANS FOR
LAKE OGALLALA

AND LAKE MCCONAUGHY

During the fall of 1997, Lake/Ogallala was treated with
rotenone to remove the existing fish community, which was
dominated by carp, suckeré and alewife. The lake was
restocked with 20,000, 8-jrich rainbow trout; 20,000, 10-inch
brown trout, and 3,000,/10-inch chinook salmon. The brown
trout include two fishéeating strains (Seeforellen and Wild
Rose) used in Lake Michigan. Chinook salmon can be
identified by their gilver, deeply-forked tail and black
mouth.

Current regulations limit the harvest of
salmonids /at Lake Ogallala and Lake
McConaughy to 4 fish per day and 8 in posses-
sion. In”addition, brown trout and chinook salmon
must/exceed 20 inches to be kept. These restrictions were

implemented to help control and better utilize the abundant

wife population, including fish that pass from
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McConaughy to Ogallala. Chinook salmon are fragile fisf, so
anglers are encouraged to remove hooks with pligrs or
hemostats outside the boat, without touching the figh.

In the spring of 1998, an aeration system is schéduled for
installation in Lake Ogallala. It will maintain oxyggn sufficient
to support salmonids in the lake year-round. Thig project, like
the renovation, is funded in part by Aquatic Aabitat Stamp
revenue.

At Lake Ogallala, the University of Nebraska Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife will evaluate the penefits of the ren-
ovation and improved water quality to tHe salmonid fishery.
Included will be an evaluation of trout and salmon move-
ment. If they find that salmonids ¢dntinue to move out of
Lake Ogallala, plans call for instéllation of an electric fish
repellant system to keep fish frofm swimming down the North
Platte River and the Sutherland Canal. Fisheries managers
hope to keep predators in/Lake Ogallala to utilize alewife
and provide a fishery as/good or better than it once was.
Trout would continue to/be stocked in the canal to maintain
that fishery as well.

At Lake McConaughy, stocking of hybrid striped bass will
continue in 1998. Plans also call for stocking brown trout and
chinook salmow, if sufficient numbers of eggs can be
obtained fromy/other states. Again, the objective is to gain
control of thé alewife population through increased preda-
tion. This should benefit other species, like white bass and
walleye, gince reduced alewife numbers should allow zoo-
plankton populations to recover.

The lack of zooplankton, specifically large Cladocerans,
needed by most species of young fish, can be blamed for
poor recruitment experienced in recent years. Three con-

écutive years of stocking rainbow trout into McConaughy
were unsuccessful, presumably because of zooplankton
unavailability. If zooplankton do recover, rainbow trout stock-
ing efforts should be more effective. Chinook salmon and
brown trout will be reared to sizes that do not rely on zoo-
plankton. Young chinooks depend heavily on terrestrial
insects for food, but hopefully once young alewives become
available at both lakes, chinocks and brown trout will take
advantage of them.

Stocking chinook salmon into Lake McConaughy is a
damble. In some years, when water levels are low, there may
bé.salmon mortality due to low oxygen and/or high temper-
atutes. When these conditions occur, stocking will be put on
hold.\So, in some years and perhaps for several years in a
row, Lake McConaughy may be out of the salmon business.
These ‘conditions may be complicated by requirements
established for relicensing by FERC.

Currently, McConaughy's watershed appears to be in a
pattern of h%ig\h precipitation. Conditions suitable for support-
ing salmon exist, at least for the time being. Chinook salmon
are a short-lived\fish (4-5 years), so if the lake loses the abil-
ity to support salmon, it can come back completely within 4-
5 years. Droughts and wet periods tend to run in stretches of
several years, so hopefully there will be several years of high
precipitation before the next

drought hits.




—————— & NEBRASKA AQUATIC HABITAT PLAN &<

%r/& BV ,\L/L’. Bu«‘t
New Life for Aging Waters

The first two years of the eight-year Nebraska Aquatic allowing funds from the sale of Aquatic Habitat Stamps to be
Habitat Program were approved by the Natural Resources used for habitat enhancement and restoration projects in the
and Appropriations committees of the 1997 Legislature, state’s waters.

AQUATIC HABITAT WORK SCHEDULED FOR JULY 1997 - JUNE 1998

Water Body County Work Description
Lake Minatare Scottsbluff | Design submerged rock reefs near dam and inlet areas to enhance walleye spawnrng habitat
Smith Lake | Sheridan | Design and engrneer iake dredging to increase lake depths and reduce winter fish kills
Cottonwood/Steverson Cherry ; Apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to eliminate the existing carp fishsery and restock with
Lakes ftbasy ' _ desirable game fish
Shell Lake Cherry ! Desrgn dredgrng prorect to deepen a 30-acre area by six feet to increase deep water
i s ; ~ available for fish to reduce fish kill problems
Gracie Creek Pond Loup | Coordinate project with BOR in which the NGPC would apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to
I eliminate the existing carp fishery, which will improve water clarity and
bt ke ; increase pond capacity for trout
Fremont Lakes 1 & 3 Dodge Install aeration systems to reduce summer stratification problems which will increase the
! W] amount of water volume that t can support | frsh
Lewis and Clark Lake | Knox | Expand the size of two existing rock breakwater jetties to reduce shoreline erosion and
e whid et iyt - phwrsiasln _ increase angler access
Willow Creek Lake Pierce Design a rock breakwater retty, place rock on erodrng shorelines and stabilize watershed
ARk stream banks to improve water quality
Pibel Lake Wheeler Excavate lake bottom sediment, reconstruct exustrng islands,construct breakwater Jettres and
A re-contour eroding shorelines to increase lake depth, improve water quality and angler access
Rock Creek Lake Dundy |Design a dredging project to remove 15 acre-feet of sediment from the in upper reaches of the
A il s s e Wb i e oL ol lake and construct a sediment control structure
Lake Ogallala  Keith Appty chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove rough fish population and install an aeration
},,,,, B | system fo increase dissolved oxygen levels to restore the trout fishery
LLake Maloney a Lincoln Desrgn and coordinate with NPPD the construction of a rock breakwater jetty to reduce
| shoreline erosion and increase angler access, along with increasing depth on the adjacent
[ holdang pond to establish a bass—btueglll crappre frshery
Louisville Lake 1A | Cass Install an aeration system to reduce summer stratification problems which will increase the
| amount of water volume that can support fish
Louisville Lake 2 ; Cass Apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove rough fish, construct a flood-control dike to
|
[

reduce the chance of future rough fish infestation from flood events and install an aeration
system to increase the amount of water volume that can  support fish

funningharrr Lake ' Douglas Design sediment/nutrient dikes, islands, offshore breakwaters and breakwater jettres
Hitchcock Park Pond Dougtas Assist the City of Omaha with the excavation of sediment to increase lake depth construct a
5 S TR o 1 jetty and island and install an aeration system to improve water quality and aquatic habitat
Two Rivers Lakes 1-3 Dougias Install an aeration system to reduce summer stratification problems, which will increase
SO Sl the amount of water volume that can support fish

Two Rivers Trout Lake | Douglas Increase lake depths by removing lake bottom organic accumulation and update the current

hypolimnetic aeration system to improve water quality and the amount of water volume
that can support fish

‘Branched Oak Lake Lancaster | ~  Design offshore breakwaters breakwater jetties, sediment/nutrient dikes and islands
Olive Creek Lake | Lancaster Desrgn a sediment/nutrient dike, |slands otfshore breakwaters and breakwater jetties
Wagon Train Lake | Lancaster Construct rock breakwater Jetties islands and a wetland control structure to reduce

watershed sediment loads, improve water quality, increase aquatic habitat and angler access.
Apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove rough fish populatrons

Memphrs Lake ' Saunders Design flood protectron  dike, fish barrier, lake basin excavation and shoreline stabrlrzatlon

Cottonmill Lake Buffalo Excavate lake basin, re- -contour and stabilize shorelines, construct islands, wave attenuation
structures and breakwater jetties to increase lake depth, reduce watershed sediment
loads, improve water quatrty, aquatrc habitat and angler access |

N

Windmill Lake 4 ‘ ‘Buffalo | Install an aeration system to reduce summer stratification problems, which will increase the

Bt e o o R e SE s einine amount of water volume that can support fish
Fort Kearny Lake 4 Kearney Install an aeration system to reduce summer stratification problems, which will increase the

amount of water volume that can support fish
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AQUATIC HABITAT WORK SCHEDULED FOR JULY 1998 - JUNE 1999

Water Body County _ Work Description i e
Lake Minatare Scottsbluff Construct submerged rock reefs near dam and inlet areas to enhance walleye spawning
habitat
“Merritt Reservoir Cherry Stabilize eroding shoreline with rock rip rap and bioengineering methods to reduce erosion,
7777777 _ e improve water quality, aquatic habitat and angler access
~ Willow Creek Lake Pierce Construct a rock breakwater jetty, place rock on eroding shorelines and stabilize watershed
R 5 e stream banks to improve water quality
Pibel Lake | Wheeler Excavate lake bottom sediment, reconstruct existing island, construct breakwater jetties and
Comnhial e re-contour eroding shorelines to increase lake depth, improve water quality and angler access
Lake Ogallala | Keith Install electric fish barrier at river and irrigation canal gates to prevent trout and salmon from
leaving the lake (Tentative to design plans)
Louisville Lake 2 Cass Apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove rough fish, install an aeration system to
increase the amount of water volume that can support fish and construct a flood control
% dike to reduce the chance of future rough fish infestation from flood events
Benson Park Pond Douglas Assist City of Omaha with the excavation of bottom sediments, construct a jetty and island
and install an aeration system to increase lake depth, improve water quality,

i v ; aquatic habitat and angler access |
Cunningham Lake Douglas Design sediment/nutrient dikes, islands, offshore breakwaters and breakwater jetties.
Two Rivers Lake 4 Douglas Install an aeration system to reduce summer stratification problems, which will increase the
i ' amount of water volume that can support fish
Two Rivers Trout Lake | Douglas | Continue with removal of lake bottom organic build up, installation of a new hypolimnetic aer-
ation system to improve water quality and the amount of water volume that can support fish

Olive Creek Lake Lancaster | Construct a sediment/nutrient dike, islands, offshore breakwaters and breakwater jetties to

| increase lake depth, reduce watershed sediment loads, improve water quality

and increase aquatic habitat

Wagon Train Lake Lancaster Construct rock breakwater jetties, islands, and a wetland control structure to increase lake
depth, reduce watershed sediment loads, improve water quality, increase aquatic habitat,
~angler access and apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove rough fish population |

Verdon Lake Richardson Repair eroding dike and drop structure, excavate basin, construct breakwater jetty, island,

re-contour shorelines to increase lake depth, improve water quality,

aquatic habitat and angler access

RavennaLake | Buffalo 1 Excavate the basin to increase lake depth, apply chemical toxicant (rotenone) to remove

rough fish populations and construct a flood control dike to
prevent further rough fish infestation

CONTINGENCIES

Significantly modifying a lake or reservoir is a huge,
costly undertaking that involves moving thousands of
cubic yards of sediment, tons of large rocks and hundreds
of acre-feet of water. First, a project must be designed
and engineered, which costs about 15% of the total pro-
ject. Obviously, a $5 Aquatic Habitat Stamp generating
about $1 million a year won't go far, but about $2 million
a year could be available with help from other funding
sources, such as grants from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Section 319 Clean Water Act, Corps of
Engineers Section 1135 and 206, Nebraska
Environmental Trust Fund, as well as U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration funds,
cooperative endeavors with Natural Resources districts,
cities, counties and private angler organizations.

Even with adequate funding, staying on schedule will
be affected by weather conditions and other logistical
constraints. Heavy equipment can’t excavate basins that
remain wet because of rain. Flexibility is needed, along
with the ability to react to opportunities that occur, such as
Army Corps of Engineers and Nebraska Public Power
and Irrigation Districts lake draw downs for inspections
and their water needs.




This guide lists public waters

and public access points to rivers
and streams. Lakes and reservoirs
are numbered. Trout streams and
public river access points are
lettered. Charts, presented by
region of the state, follow this
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The Panhandle is a haven for trout fishermen. Rainbows and

browns abound in the many Pine Ridge and North Platte valley

cold-water streams. This area also contains several reservoirs and
sandhill lakes that provide excellent walleye, tiger musky, northern
pike and panfish fishing,

DISTRICT { - PANHANDLE
Alliance Office - Jack Peterson,

Fisheries Supervisor

(308) 762-5605; Fax (308) 762-8262

SPECIES

A trout’

| Bro0k, brown & rainbow

Rebinson

Greenwood Creok

DawesiSioux Cos., W of Fort

Frivale access pernission
required; public access af
F1, Robinsen 8P

Piivile ACCass, POITISSIon -
d

vivale 20CoSS,

Red Wiliow

Greek

{7equired

R fSivernail Drain

Morril Cou.E of Northport

Frivals access, pemussmn
required

orsill o, N of Bayard

NAME LOGATION

SPECIES

REMARKS

| Nina Mite Creek

< Bulle Co. 220780177

Box Butte
Reservoir SRA

Dawes Co., 10N of Hem'ing'lord

Bluegill, channe! calf

largemoiith bass,

Mmusky, walleye,
Breh

Hige

Bluegil, channal catlish,
crappie, largamouth &
smalimouth bass, pike,
walleyo, yelluw pe;ch

1160 acres pm'ately OWNg

|5.800 acros, su ject to
sgvere summer drawdown,
primilive camping, a boats

Seotts Byl Co':, E.of Minalare

Private access permission
required, public access al

_ Nme M.le Craek WA

; anwed .

. [ Larabie Creek

Brook & brows liot

é écres, boats no.l alfowéd, .

Chadron State b
Park Pond limited wheglchair accessi- .| White Clay Creek
bie fushmg pler .
15 _

Brown frout

Privata access, ;Jarmlssmn‘
reqs.ured_

lce House Ponds

Dry Spoited Tai

o} resenvolr, ancess fmile

Creek

Private access, permission

Chappell
Interstate Lake

Black crappie, b\uegiil‘
channel catfish, largemouth
bass, walEeye yel ovr perch

30 acres

1780788,

8 HaCresc

Tequired

T {Monroe Greek

Publi¢ access on

Gilbert-Baker WHMA; also
privale access, permission
Jfequired

Eéland La'ke

Qshkosh |

Garden Cd, Crescent Lake
National Wildliie Reiuge, 22M of

P

Bluegill, crappis, large-
maoulh bass, yellow perch,
) wa!leye

711 acres, no minnows, dead
smell allowed, no camping,

St Lake

e!eclnc motoss onry

vériovalod i 1995,

Sioux Co., NW of Morrl

W | Sowbelly Creek

Bioux Co., NE of Harrisen

ivaa a60ess, permission
required

1 Brook irout

Private access, termission
required

X Tub Springs

Qliver Reservoir
SRA

Bluggil, channel catlish,
crappie, fargemouth bass,
tiger musky, walleye, yel-
low perch

270 acres, all boats, primi-
live camping, wheelchair
accessible fishing pier

"1 'Sioux Co., NE of Mitchell

| Brown & rainbow trout

Private access, permission
required

Bridge" i SRAL

Buifale Creek

Pond WA Metbeta

Scolls Bl Co,, 58, $vW of

| Blteqil chanhes catiis
largemonith bass, pike,
alnbow. frout waileye

aiicwed on middie pi

tro;.‘l:tﬂ:‘_

Largemouth bass, rainbow

fool trail

7 acres, access via 1-mile

CochranLak

argemoulh bass, tiger
: musky yellow perch

JC Pord oo

Pond) Scousb!uﬂ

Séot.ls Bﬁulf Cb., Gily of

Rainbow trout

bluegill.

;:FLaka Minalar
$RA

Lake Winlers

Creek

Blueglil channel catflsh
largemouth bass, walleye,
yellow perch

boats only, closed
Qel. 1 Jan. 15

Toquired,

Co.;'no beali

7 aes

Gy, Managero 00

235 acres, non-powered

Bassett Office

DISTRICT Il - SANDHILLS

Joel Klammer, Fisheries Supervisor
(402) 684-2921; Fax (402) 684-2816

The Sandhills region contains most of the natural lakes that occur in
the state. These shallow, buf very productive lakes provide excellent
fishing for northern pike, yellow perch and

10

sy

SPEC!ES

REMARKS

| BYz:acres, printive camp

2 |Cloar Lake

Isham Dam

" Sheridan Co, NW of Hay

Biuegl , bu eads. large-
. moulh bass yellow

26 acres, privale/permission

“{Brown To, 18168, 9W, 1Mol

Ainsworlh

Bluegili Iargemoulh bass,
yellow perch

0
194 acres, privat
bul managed byNGPC
under a MOU,

45 ponas; pond No 4
+calchable trout, Tamping

Long Lake SRA

Spnngs

24

Walgren Lake
SRA Springs

Sheridan Co., 558 oi Hay

| Rainbow troul

: 1.
figer musky, ajleye yel
low perch .
Biuegdl, bullheads,
pie, largemouth bass,
swalloye, yell

I

required, all boals allowed

Alnswonh

Brown Co., VW, 215 of

155 acres, power boals
limited 10 5 mph

0 acres, primilive camp-
ing, boat speed limit, wheel-
chair accessibla lishing pier

15 acres elacinc ti

Dawos Co., SE of Chadron

Brown trouf

Private access, pe

ng -

[ Ghery Co., 165, 4W, 1%S of

Valenline

Bluegtl, channs! catlish,
crappie, largemouth bass,
pike, yellow perch

Bluegiti, channel caliish, -
cr;appw]!atgemoul

| Jishing camp

313 acres. primiive canip:
ingy-2 $sinch mininbm o

842 acres, all boats
aliowed, ramp, camping,

5,00/ S0l Ghad

Brook & brown Iro

f:ee‘s Lake

Cherry Co,, 41328, 134N,

1%2NW of Brownles

Bfuegill, largemouth bass,
yellow perch

84 acres, privalely owned,
Hul managed by NGPC

under a MOU open in 1998

A waters in ihis District have a 15" minimum size mt on walleye unless otherwise stated.
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(O [NAWE LOCATION [SPECIES REMARKS NO [NAME | LOCATION ___ |SPECIES REMARKS
"o | Lee's Alkali Lake | Charry Co., 412E, V4N, Bldegill, largemouth bass, | 70'acres, privately owned, - L | Snake River Cherry Co., near Gordon Brown & rainbow trout | Private access, permission
21/4ANW of Brownlee yellow perch but managed by NGPC {Upper Reach) i |requied
5 under a MOU open in 1998 M | Milbum Diversion | Custer ( FLICE Carp changeL ucalns_h_____ Middle Loup River access
10 [ Menitt Reservoir | Ghery Co., 263W of Valentine | Bluegil, bullheads, chan- | 2,900 acres, camping avail- | | N Spencer SRA | Holt Co., 18N of ONeil Channel catfish, sauger | Primitive camping, Niobrara
SRA nel catfish, crappie, large- | able, all boats allowed, 18- A s n o AP DA S Rt U | s e 2 _| River access 1
mouth & smallmouth bass, | inch minimum on walleye 0 | Gracie Creek Loup Co., NW portion of Rainbow trout Two miles of slream above
musky, pike, walleye, with only 1 fish allowed 4 | Calamus Reservolr IR, _ |GracieCreekpond
| YRS i | white bass, yellowperch |over@5inchs [ |5 | Coon Creek Rock Co., NE of Bassett Brown trout Privale access, permission
11 | Rat and Beaver ., 308, 7W of Bullhead, cam, pike, yel- | 450 acres in 2 lakes, per- __ required s
|wma | Valentine lowperch | mission required foraccess | | | Dismal River Thomas, Blaine & So. Hooker | Brown & rainbow trout, | Private access, pemission
12 Schoolhouse Cherry Co., 243 of Nenzel | Black crapple, bluegﬂl 105 acres, private access, Cos. channel catfish required
Lake G G2 bullhead, largemouth bass | permission required |
13 [ Shiell Lake WMA | Chiarry Co., aN, 4E,8N of Gordon | Biuegill channel catfish, | 160 acres, lake dredged in
largemouth bass, pike, 1997, power boats limited to
R T | IR S e s 3 | VOUIOW DBICHE e e | DI St e -
14 | Valentine Refuge | Cherry Co., 168, 6W 8S of / R TH E 1 S T
Valentine to H.Q. A : i
Clear Lake (425 Black bullhead, bluegil, | Minnows prohibited, dead s | e
poreeledios Siong [k o d e S S i wperch | smeltallowed. Possession
Dewey Lake rgemouih bass, | of fish not taken from
(550: a\’cmsl Ll st el yem?pamh " | Tefoge aters uniawf. No Anglers in the northeast find exciting fishing action at popular Lewis
Duck Lake (66 | Bllegi, bulinead, Targs- ca:npxliig eilecmlc 1:1'|0tcrrsb & Clark Lake, as well as many small farm ponds, catfish and trout
only. All refuge lakes su
a‘:::l%erry Lake™" ; | ject to summer aquatic streams and the mtgk!_.y Missouri River.
(680acresy il e bl yellow perch ?;?;:n?éﬁmazgﬁffﬁm off DISTRICT Il - NORTHEAST
Eeglgi'grike Ef‘z‘rfmmeggsy:i?;" muskellunge are proniited | Norfolk Office
i Y :‘mf;gg;e Seelmits | Jeff Schuckman, Fisheries Supervisor
Wiaits Lake oulh bass, | current regulations. (402) 370-3374; Fax (402) 370-3256
(230 acres) £ e S G sy yel ow perch
WestLong Lake ™ Bliegill largemouith bass,
___|(62 acres) L. s YOl pRIch A v aveiiea bt s dvia sy natid
15 | Willow Lake WMA Chan’y Co., 2312 S, 3W of Carp, pike, yetlow perch "1 354 acres
Sl e B0 | Valontine o Rl e e | | NO [NAME - LOCATION SPECIES |REMARKS
16.| Amold Lake SRA | Custer Co., 125 of Amold Bluegill, channel catfish, | 4 acres, lake dredged in 1 | Grove Lake WMA | Antelope Co., 2N of Royal | Bluegi, bulihead, channel |50 acres, primilive camping,
largemouth bass 1997, managed out of Dist. calfish, crapple, large- power boats limited to 5
,,,,, : IV office | s mouth bass, pike mph
17 | Victoria Springs | Custer Co., 6E of Anselmo Bluegil, channel catfish, |5 /2 acres, cabins and 2 |Penn Park Lake | Antelope Co., Neligh city lake, | Bluegil, channel catfish, 18 acres
Lake SRA largemouth bass, rainbow | camping, electric motors e i e A SW edge largemouth bass,carp |
& trout only 3 | Summit Lake Burt Co. 4 V2W, 125 of Tekamah ] 180 acres, motorboats limit-
18 | Frye Lake WMA | Grant Co., 1N, 11/2E of Hyannis | Bluegill, carp, Iargemouth 243 acres, powef boats SRA nel catfish, crappie, pike, |ed to 5 mph, fish cleaning
bass, tiger musky, yellow limited to 5.mph, managed walleye, wipers slation, daily bag limit of 3
el oo AL b __ |perchcrappie _ fbyDistl wipers, with no more than 1
19 | Atkinson SRA Holt Co., 1/2W of Atkinson Biuegill, channel calfish, |5 acres, pl’llelVe camping, | BN Ry ) B A WHRRERI IR s ol i A, over 18inches
largemouth bass, pike electrical hookups, Elkhom 4 |Chalkrock Lake | Cedar Co., 5N, 1 12E of Hwy. | Bass, bluegill, channel cal- | 44 acres, boats limited 105
Siladnrer el s eI R e e b B o s i L NG actess Mile o wmA ai,&izdct e e | fish, tiger musky, walleye | mph
20 | Swan Lake Holt Co., 268, 1/2W of Alkinson | Bluegill, channel calfish, | 235 acres, power boals 5 | Gotlonwood Lake | Cedar Co., Below Gavins Point | Bluegill, channel catfish, | 250 acres, border water
largemouth bass, north- | limited to & mph, leased for (Lake Yankton) | Dam, north side of river crapple, largemouth bass, | area with S. Dakota, open
wE ARl o PeAia ~|empike, yellowperch |fishingonly | pike, walleye to Nebr. permit holders,
21 | Cub Creek Lake | Keya Paha Co., 812W of Bluegill, catfish, large- 27 acres, electric fishing e L ; ; i o ] FENR RS | electric fishing motors only |
Springview mouth bass, tiger musky, | motors only, primitive camp- 6 | Gavins Point Dam | Cedar Co., 18, 4W of Yankion, | Buffalo, carp, ch All boats allowed, wheel-
i v LI walleye, yellow perch ing, NRD lake Tailwaters SD flalhead catfish, crappie, | chair accessible fishing
22 | Calamus Loup Co., 2W 5NW of Burwell Bluegill, channel calfish, 5,200 acres, modemfpnmulwa drum, eel, paddlefish, plers
Reservoir SRA crapple, largemouth bass, | camping, 5 mph boating on smallmouth bass, sauger,
q pike, walleye, wiper, yel- | upper lake, 18-inch minimum i e et e SR HE ¢ wallleye, white bass kD) Bt 3 ¥
low perch on walleye with only 1 fish 7 | Schuyler City Colfax Co., In city park Bass, bluegnl channel cat- | 18 acres
allowed over 25 inchs, daily Lake fid e R st crappley Ry :
bag fimit 3 on wipers, with no 8 |Crystal Cove Dakota Co,, NE of Hwy. 20 & 77 | Bass, bluegil, channel |30 acres, no power boats
slbsdsiess il s s s Rt b L Sl more fran A fish ovor 1B Tnohs. Lake intersection in S. Sioux City catfish, pike | allowed, South Sioux Gity
23 | Gracie Creek Loup Co., N side of Calamus | Rainbow trout 2 acre pond, pul and fake 9 | Buckskin Hills | Dixon Co., 2W, 35, 12W of Bluegill, channel catfish, | 75 acres, primitive camping,
Pond Reservoir 12N, 4E of Taylor trout stocking, wheelchair kel bl Newcaslle faal | largemouth bass, walleye | boats limited to 5 mph, NRD
AR RO E S RO S N LT I s | accessible fishing pier 10 | Dead Timber SRA | Dodge Co., SNW of Scribner, 1 | Bullhead, carp, channel & |20 acres, primitive camping,
24 | Twin Lakes WMA | Rock Co., 165, 214E, 25 of Crappie, largemouth 160 acres, power boats lim- 15E flathead catfish electric fishing motors only,
i Bt | Bassaltl e bass, pike, yellow perch | ited to 5 mph, no boat ramp i i D] LBSealt B park entry permit required
25 | Davis Creek Valley Co., 58, 1E 01 Norlh Loup Bluegall bullhead, carp, | 1,145 acres, water level 11 |Fremont Lakes | Dodge Co., 3W of Fremont Bluegill, bullhead, carp, 280 acres in 20 lakes, cam
Reservoir crappie, largemouth bass, | fluctuates dramatically due SRA channel catfish, crappie, | ping available, gas-powered
s P s _|walleye, yellow perch _ftoimigation largemouth bass, pike | boating on Victory Lake and
Brown Co. and Loup Co. Carp, channel calfish, Privale access, permisswon i Lake 20 only, all others
pike required, canoe sites and electric fishing motors only.
il IS DR Ly camping g Lake #1 - Calch and
B [Long Pine SRA | Brown Co, Wof Long Pine | Brown & tainbow lrout | Long Pine Creek access release on all ish species,
C |Long Pine WMA | Brown Co., W and N of Long ‘Brown & rainbow troul | Public access to Long Pine | barbless hooks only, park
Pine Gresk, remalnder of slrmam | . || o O A S S S e ST permit required
is private access, permis- 12 | Goose Lake Holt Co., 18NW, 5E of Bartlett | Bass, bluegill, pike, yellow | 200 acres
S B DL NS LR AT eioniTedined R Rt Rec il | et WMA D TR AR e POt A iR ik
D [Binie Gien WMA | Brown Co., 2E, 874N of Long | Brown & rainbow frout | Long Pine Creek access 13" |Bloomild Area | Knox Co., 8W, 7N of Crofton on | Carp, channel catfish, | Concrete ramp
; Pine Lewis & Clark Lake, River mile | crappie, drum, sauger,
E |Plum Creek Brown Co., W nstown Brown & rainbow lrout | Private access, permission s e 8105 walleye, white bass *
enad i B required 14 |Hideaway Acres Knox Co., 7N, 12W of Crofton | Carp, channel calfish, Concrete ramp
F | Boardman Creek | Cherry Co., 35SW of Mullen Brown & rainbow troul | Private access, permission Marina mﬁ%ﬁ‘g 5& Clark Lake, River | crappie, drum, sauger,
e o e e S e sy | Tacifed R e e T ™Sy s
G |Fairield Gresk | Cherry/Brown Cos., 8N, 2E of | Brown & rainbow ol | Private access, permission | | 15 JLewis & Clark Knox Co,, 150 of Crof ‘ 30, )
Wood Lake to forks or 21/2W of required, vehicle access dif- Lake SRA crappie, drum, sauger, | primitive camping on state
Norden Road on § side of ficult, most areas accessible walleye, white bass and federal areas, all boats
| Niobrara Rivertomouth of creek | . fbylonghie iR | SRR T i | Allowed i R Ve |
H | Middle Loup River | Cherry, Hooker, Thomas, Blaine | Upper river - rainbow Public access al Mibum & | |18 | Miller Creek Area Knox Co., 10W, 8N of Crofion | Carp, channel catfish, Concrete ramp
& Custer counties trout, Lower - cam Arcadia diversions; rest pri- on Leviis & Clark Lake, River | crappie, drum, sauger,
channel catfish vate access, permission o Imieg2td _______ ]walleyo, whilo bass f A
L] ¥ B Brvas _ |required 17 | Niobrara SP Knox Co., 1W of Niobrara Bass & bluegill in lagoon; | Park entry permit required
|| Niobrara River | Cherry, Brown, Keya Paha & Channel caliish, sauger | Private access, ‘permission channel & flathead catfish
|G Bovd GO, S i e R ~|required ik e S __|in river. 2
J [North Loup River | Cherry, Blaine & Loup counlies | Upper river - biown & Privale access, permission 18 | South Shore Area | Knox Co., BN of Crofton, on | Carp, channel caffish, Concrele ramp
rainbow trout, Lower - required Lewis & Clark Lake, River mile | crappie, drum, sauger,
3 g carp, channel catfish e R PR B11:b i e walleye, white bass s ki
K |Schlagel Creek | Cherry Co., 165, 4W, 4N of Browntrowt | Private access, permission 19 |Weigand Area | Knox Co., 4W, 7N of Crofion on | Carp, channel catfish, Concrete ramp, modern fish
WMA Valentine required except on Schiagel Lewis & Clark Lake, Rivar mila crapple, drum, sauger, cleaning station
Creek WMA 816.0 walleye, while bass




LOCATION

SPE CEES

Wadison Co.:Noriolk

elecic ising imolors oiy:

21

SRA

Wnii‘ow Greek

Pierce Co., 2SW of Piercs

s | Belhead, cap, channef &,
“{Hiathead catlish o

, bullhead, chan-
ned calfish, crappie, large
moulh bass, pike, liger
mushy, walleys, wipers

700 acres, camping, molor-
bogts fimiled t0 5 mph on
west haif of fake, 3 wheel-
chair accessible fishing
piers daily bag fimit of 3
wipers, with no more than 1
over 18 inches

B4 aties, power boals nof

+§ allowed, Loup Public Powar

Lake Morlh

Plalle Co., 3N of Colimbus

Carp, ¢channel callish,
crappie, drum, walteye
Bluegil, clial ;
crappie, largemoith bass

24:-f Looking Glass | Plalle Go,; 1S of Monto

ST T T e e

25 | Maskenthing Slanlon Co., 2NW of Stanten
Resenvair

Bass, quegHﬂ i, channel
catlish, crappie, pike,
walleye

a7

DeSol Nagonal
Wildife Refuge

134 8 of Pilger on

1 Stanlon Co.;
Huiwy, 1

Washlnglcri Co., 5E of Blair an
Huwy. 30

| Biuegil, carp, cha

callish, crappie, 1
meulhi b bass

rg

qier,

200 acres, camping,
Loup Public Power

98 acres, primitive camptng-:
Hoals limited {0 & mph.
Weelchair accessible fishing

Lower

Bluegill, buﬂafo‘ carp
channel catfish, crappie,
largemouth bass, walleye

780 acres, 5 mph speed
fimit for boats, open from
early Jan, through late Feb.
for ice fishing, mid-April
{hrough late September for
open-water fishing

Bl

=< Bass, bivegil'carp, han:
= | net catlish, ‘crappie, pike

70 acies, power boats imits:
| gdloBmph:

)

Pibel Lake §

RA

Bluegdl, bullkead, chan-
net callish, crapple, largs-
mouth bass, pike

25 acres, primilive campmg,
elaclric fishing molors only

Hackberry Creek:
/ _MA k_h

Adtelope Co., 55W of Neligh

| Carp,channel & fialhead
b

Carp. channél & Ilalhéad
catlish

Elhorn River accoss

Hoval above Grove Lake

Anlelope Co.; Fast Branch, NE

Browin & raiobow troj

Pubhc access availableas

i{ Hightree Mari

callish; g

D Sunshme Bottoms Boyd Co., 3E, 4M of Lynch arp, ¢ ann"éi‘cal.lish, Public aocess oMlsseun
Ramp (Boyd drum, goldeye, sauger, | River
Couny) smalimouth bass, wallaye

Pelican Point

5RA

Burl Co., SE‘ 4N of Tekamah.
River mile 672.8

) Cedar County

e 784 L1}

-+t saugar; walleyi

n, channet &
Halhead catfish, drum,
sauger, waleye

Mo, River acoess, public
access ramp, primitive
camping,

Carp, channel & flalhead
callish, dtum paddlefash i1

eedar Can, BUGE, TN of Huy. 81
& 121 Jel.

Channel & flalbead cal-
fish, paddietish, sauger,
walleye

| allowed; coniete Tamp

Gedar County, Mo, Rivar-. .|

access, public access

Mo. River access,
County public access
allowed, gravel ram)

' Coltax Co. oW of Schuyler on
1 US B0, 35 on counly 10ad -

’ Carp, chamei

River

Cuming Co,, 2V2E of Pﬂgeron
county road

Carp, cha
caffish

Elkhorn River access

caihsh dmm

arp, channet: &‘italhead

WHA

Hwy. 12 and 2VeN

Givon Co, T

Carp channei camsh
largemouth & smallmoulh
bass, paddiefish, pike

City of 5. Sioux Ci

i
Mo, River access

WMA

Hwy. 275

Caro, channel & Tahead

Mo.iRivar ageess, publ

Carp, cﬁannel & llathead
calfigh

] Carp.s channel and llal

head calfigh -

Brown trout

Private access, permission

required

Carp, thannel & flathead

Geavs! road 1o vamp gel

Cafﬁ; channel & ﬁalhéad
callish, sauger, walleye

uffalo, Cam, Crapnie,: .
ke, saiger, smaimotilh;
Dbass, walleye

mps; amole parking

1p, channel caliish,
crappie, jargemouth &
smallmoulh bass, pike

Mo. River access

LOGATION

G0 3N 0l B

camsh

Georgo Syas'
WA

Carp, channel callish

Carp, channel &
lfish, drum

diversion canal’

: .)(_ P;;alrse\(\_io!l.w A

. _Ga.r_p., _chér_:nei cai(i.sh.

Loup River access

Z | Wood Buck WMA

Carp, channe! & flathead
catfish

Butfalo, caip, thanpe! &
lheaq catiish, deum

Southwest Nebraska offers large reservolrs, rivers, canals and smaller J
lakes for the enjoyment of anglers and campers. Anglers can try for
many species, including channel catfish, bluegill, walleye, crappie,
perch and bass. Most areas have botl modern and primitive camping

Juacilities available.

DISTRICT IV - SOUTHWEST
North Platte Office

Monte Madsen,

Fisheries Supervisor

{308) 535-8025; Fax (308) 535-8028

LOCATION

SPECIES

£hasa Co. 55, 4145 0l imperial

Channel & ﬂaihead :

5 | Rock Grook Lake
SRA

Bundy Co., 4N, 1W of Parks

50 actes, primilive camping,
electric fishing molors only

Bluegill, channel & flal-
head catfish, crappie,
largemouth bass, rainbow
frout, redear

|- Medicing Creak
| SRA Harry
‘1 Strink Lake}

Frontier Co.:2W 7h ol -
b :

4 }Red Willow SRA
{Hugh Buller
Lake)

Frontier Co., 11N of Mr,:Cc-ok

1,830 acres, modern camp-
ing, all boas allowed, 30-
inch minimum lenglh on
northem pike

Channe! catlish, crappie,
largemouth bass, walleye,
white bass, wiper

Bulliead, chahng) & flal- = | 60 zcrey; eleclncfash

Swanson

Channsi calfish, crappie,

5,000 actes

gdrum, wealleye, while bass

_Hesewcir 8RA

Channel callish, perch, > 30,000 acres, znodem and
rainbow m)ui smal_lmoulh'

alleyebaglrmlls !
1ish ovar25

mum {englh fimits
S 01 brown’ tmul
and chinook 'saimon . :

8 {Lake Cgaliala
8RA

Keith o, 10K of Ogallaiz

590 acres, moderrv'pnmllwe
camping, all boals allowed,
wheelchair accessible fish-
Ing pier. Combination bag
fimit on all treut and salmon
15 4 wilh 2 possession limit
of 8. Minimum lenglh fimits
of 20 inches on brown trout
and chmook salmon

rout, walleye, whnie bass,
yellow perch

& Btueg i channel cailis

tazgemotith ba

Channel callish, walleye,
vihite bass

Panee Slough
WA

Lincoin Co., 2W of Maxweell

Channel & llatherd cat-

Bhusgl chavrel callish, | 30 acres

largemoulh & rock bass




SPEGIES . | REMARKS -

t.E, Ray Lake . { Hall Co., Grand island cily ake, ogill !
RN o Huskeery &Easl mae-f argemouih bass, liger

Wetlieet Lake - | Lincoln Co. V46W of Welficol - | Biuegil, chanrel & fial-
ISR BT ’ : head cattish, crappie. .

Suchs Lake - - | Hali Co., Grand Isiandmlylake, Bluegil, ¢ ] 4-3acres -
S garnson S, SofSuﬂmglun largemoulhbass RTE
ailpad

Norlh Platie River | Keilh & Lincoln Ca.5, Keystone ; Privale access, perm!ssmn ; SELER :
to Paxlon s e requue(! ! . Harian Co. ; ng o | 14,500 acres, modern and

Kelth.Co.; : B 1ainboy ' Issionid | | ReserveiriCorps ean City 7] st orappie, pike, sl p{;mm:ie?gn:lpc.;:gmﬂl l;ﬁals
of Engineers : ! O hile bass, wiper - . :J allowed, 1ot

TEng R | e il bags, PEL wallaye, summer drawdown

Brown & rainbow frout, Access via Central Public
waIEeye Powar Dlsmcl foad

Keilh & Lincotn Cos.

Supply Canal
PID.Cas

Lincaln Co Noti Platte A

| Horit Loup SRA

Carp, channel & naihead Encompaéses 2 mites .of
catfish, plke North Platle River

"ENTRAL

A variety of oppor. tunifies await anglers in South-central Nebraska.
ng Large reservoirs, like Harlan and Sherman, offer f shing for wall-
eye, white bass and channel catfish. Most reservoirs have modern
and primitive camping facilities and allow all boating. Smaller lakes
provide angling oppor lumfy for largemouth bass, bluegill and chan-
nel catfish. River fi shmg is available at public areas on the Loup,
Platte and Republican rvivers. Stream trout fishing is offered at Elm
Creek near Red Cloud. B

DISTRICT VI - SOUTH-CENTRAL
Kearney Office

—=-1} Brad Newcomb, Fisheries Supervisor
| 1 (308) 468-5132; Fax (308) 865-5330

“E [ North River WA meo!n Co. SN of Hesshey

12 Aores in 7 lakes, i
five camping, elecirc
-

- ohannel calflish, -
h & Toek bass

County Park

Her

¥

. W edge of Superlc

ki

Sandy Channe!
WidA

180 Inlerchange :
5

Sherman ShermanCo 4E, 1 . Channei callish, ciapp
Reservoir SRA | City . | Hathead catlish, pik
S . L wealleye, vitle bass

Frg it

Loch Linda WA

HAME LOCATION SPECIES REMARKS o
- 0;:,[ 5 { Coystat Lake SRA.1 ¢ ' Bliegi, channgl catish, 1 10 acies, eleciic motors = 7| |8 - Martins Reach
' LA :
: o Harold W, Aacnss lo Hiddle foup
Ve and - Lake Hastings Bullhead, channel catlish, Anderson WA Aiver . -

crappie Loup Juncho

B!uegilk channe! catfi 334

ctappie; Iargemouth bass 1| 8d to:

Charined callish 65 acres, thtle Biue NAD,

mited 1o 5 mph turbid
Li e

le of sticam on public
land, sl on privaie land,
pehmission required, lout
w0 dimas dunng

4 |32-Mite H, Praifie | Adams Co., 1VE, 4128 of
Lake Juniala

3D,

i Bulihead, carp. channg!

3 Juniala - | cattist s
Buttalo Co., 1W VaN ol Kearney Bullnead, channol & fiab - No power boating, sched indian Creek -
on Hwy. 30 head ¢atfish, crappie, uled for renovalion/reslock- WA

{argemouth bass ing for 19997-98, special

reguiations (cny)

-1 Bulfato Co

| Custer Co., W of Angley

Biueg\lt channel catfish,
crapple, largemouth bass
1 Bluagil; channeicalhsh

Cusler Co., W Gronto”

e g G R 1} largemouth pass : ;
Gallagher Canyon } Dawson Co., 85 of Cozad Channel & Hlathead cat 182 acres, primitive Camp-
Reservoir SRA fish, crapple, drum, wall-  {ing, all power boats aflowed

eye, white hass
%) Dawson Co. N edgs Gothenburg | Carp, channel tallish”
Dawson Co., N edge Lexington  § Bluegill, channel call? sh

silowed, | 5 |43

e fish- | . fargemouth bass
0 bag 2 el PRAGEN -y AR

| salmon
on limsit
I limits
wi frout

Plum Creak
| Ganyon Reservolr

Channe1 camsh crappie,
drum, walleye, white bass

16 {Johnsen Lake Gosper Co., 75 of Lexinglon Channel & fialhead cat- | 2,800 acres, pnmmve and
SRA fish, crappie, drum, modern camping, all boats
striped bass, walleye, alfowad, 2 wheslchair
while bass, wiper accessible lishing
ghannei callish; crapp

A7 Philips Cany
i Resewox




Y OUTHEAST

Fishing opportunity is increasing in the Southeast. NRD lakes are
adding hundreds of acres of fishing water to the area. Farm ponds,
streams and rivers are important, but under-used, fisheries. A large
and growing population places heavy demand on existing public
areas, and more water is needed to meet their demands.

DISTRICT V - SOUTHEAST

Lincoln Office

Randy Winter, Fisheries Supervisor

(402) 471-5583; Fax (402) 471-5528

(~ [ s

i~

¢

SPECIES
Bluegill, crappie,
catfish, largemouth bass

| Buuegil, channel catfish,

crappie, largemouth bass,
tiger musky.

| REMARKS

17 acres, walk-in access

fony

28 acres, boals limited o 5
mph, Lower Platte South
NRD lake

Bluegil, channel catfish,
crappie, largemouth bass,
yellow perch .

| Biuegil, carp, channel

catfish, crappie, large-
mouth bass; yellow bass
in Lake #2, carp in Lake #3
Bluegill, channe! catfish,
largemouth bass

Carp, channel catfish in
Platte & Missouri Rivers
Bluegill, channel catfish,
crappie, largemouth bass,
trout (seasonal)

Bluegill, bullhead, carp,
channel catfish, crappie,
largemouth bass, pickerel,
tiger musky in lakes #1, 2,
3 & 4; trout in lake #5; carp
| & bullhead in carp lake _
Biuegill, buffalo, bullhead,
carp, catfish, crappie,
drum, largemouth bass,
| pike, walleye

| Bluegil, bullhead, carp,

channel catfish, large-
mouth, walleye, yellow &
white bass

Bluegill, channel catfish,
largemouth bass

Bass, bluegill, catfish,
crappie, drum, saugeye,
frout (seasonal), walleye,
yellow perch

Bluegill, bullhead, channel
catfish, crappie, large-
mouth bass, tiger musky,

| point fo Platte River

_ | fishing pier.

412 acres, lolal calch and
release, open to fishing for
children 15 years old or
younger. Open 1o fishing
from the fourth saturday of
April till fourth saturday of
October from sunrise fo 10
a.m. All hooks on artificial
lures need to be barbless or
have barbs crimped.

40 acres in 5 lakes, pnm:
tive camiping, electric

trolling motors only, access
41/2 acres, special restric-
tions open sunrise to 10
a.m. check for open dales
25 acres, open April
15-Sept. 30, hours posted,
noboatsonlake

10 acres, catch & release .
only for bass & bluegifl
check regulations for other
species, trout stocked in fall
and winter, barbless hooks
only. Wheelchair accessible
fishing pier
32 acres in 7 lakes, pnml
live and modern camping,
non-powered boats only, no
boats on lake #5, access
point to Platte River, wheel-
chair accessible fishing pier
300 acres, all boals

allowed, city of Omaha

lake, wheelchair accessible

377 acres, no-wake power
boating, camping, city of
Omaha lake, wheelchair

| accessible fishing pier

30 /2 acres, Papio/Missouri
NRDlake = d
135 acres, electric flshmg
motors only, city of Omaha
lake, trout stocked in fall
and winter, wheelchair
accessible fishing pier

255 acres, city of Omaha
lake, 21-inch minimum on
largemouth bass, 8-inch
minimum on bluegill, 10-inch
minimum on crappie, special
bag limits in effect; wheel-
chair accessible fishing pler

Bullead, carp, channel
catfish

258 acres, Liltle Blue NRD
lake, very turbid

Builhead, carp, channel
catfish

Channel catfish

[NO [NAME  [LOCATION
1 | Redtail WMA_ Butler Co., 1E of Dwight
2 |Timber Point | Butler Co., 18, 2E of Brainard
3 |Jenny Newman | Cass Co., Plate River State Park
4 |Louisvile SRA | Cass Co., 2NW of Louisville
5 |Marnalake | Cass Co, Mahoney State Park
6 |SchilingWMA | Cass Co., INE of Plaftsmouth
7 |USWestLake | Cass Co., Mahoney State Park
'8 |Two Rivers SRA | Douglas Co., 312E, 1S, IWoi
Yutan
0 |Carlerlake | Douglas Co., Abboll Drive &
Carter Bivd. in Omaha
10 |Glen | Douglas Co., 96Ih & State in-
Cunningham Lake | Omaha
1 |PapioD-4 |DouglasCo, VANOINE36&
...... . |98thSt, northwest Omaha
12 | Standing Bear DouglasCo 132nd & Military in
Lake Omaha
13 |Zorinsky Lake. | Douglas Co., 156th & F Sts. in
Omaha
14 |BuningPit  |Filmore Co., 2V2E, INof
- Buning a4
15 | Arrowhead WMA | Gage Co., 3E, 1/2S of Diller
116 | Bear Pierce Gage Co., 2N, 2E of Hwy. 77 & |
| Cedar2A Hwy. 136 Junction
17 | Big Indian 11A | Gage Co., 35, 3W of Wymore
18 |Diamond Lakes | Gage Co., 3 V2W of Odell
A WMAS o |
19 | Rocklord Lake Gage Co., 7E, 25 of Bealrice
SRA

~ | Bluegill, bullhead, cam,

Bullhead, channel catiish |

| Bullhead, channel catfish-

channel & flathead cat-
fish, crappie, largemouth
bass

| shallow

77 acres, power boals fimit- |
ed to 5 mph, very turbid &
24 acres, turbid & shallow,
 Lower Big Blue NRD lake
76 acres, primitive camping,
all power boating allowed,
very lurbid, Lower Big Blue
NRD lake

43 acres in 2 lakes, electric
trolling motors only, turbid
150 acres, all power boaling
allowed, primitive camping

Kramer

largemouth bass

NO | NAME LOCATION Ui SPECIES . .- il REMARKS
20 | Wolf Wildcat #12 | Gage Co., 78 of Virginia Bluegil, channel catfish, |42 acres, Lower Big Blue
| crappie, fargemouth bass | NRD lake, limited access
21 |Clatonia 3A Gage Co., 1N of Clalonia Channel catfish 46 acres, boats limited 10 5.
mph, Lower Big Blue NRD
mdale b 3| = e | lake, turbid
22 | Alexandria SRA | Jefferson Co., 3E 1S of Bluegill, channel catfish, 43 acres, electric lmumg
Alexandria largemouth bass motors only, primifive camping.
Lakes rehabilitated in 1996 to
create two lakes with the fish-
£ s ST ery renovated and restocked
23 | Buckley 3F Jefferson Go., 7W 41/25 of Channel calfish 22 acres, boals limited to 5
...... | Fairbury B | mph. Blue NRD lake, turbid |
24 | Crystal Springs | Jefferson Co., 18, 1Wof Bluegill, largemouth bass, | 18 acres in 3 lakes, no boals
Lakes | Fairbury channel catfish |allowed
25 |Cub Creek 9B Jefferson Co., 1E, 4S of Carp, channel catfish 25 acres, boaling limited to
(Leisure Lake) Plymouth 5 mph, Lower Big Blue
T R AR Al e s s e el ol INBD akeivery urhid a8
26 | Cub Creek Jefferson Co., 3W, 41285 of Carp, channel catfish 27 acres, all boals allowed,
Watershed 12A | Plymouth turbid, Lower Big Biue NRD
lake
27 |Osage WMA Johnson Co., 3N, 2W, 34N of Bluegill, largemouth bass | 4 one- acre ponds
1 Fiag Tecumseh [ i AE e | &
28 | Twin Oaks WMA | Johnson Co., 2E, 48 of Bluegill, largemouth bass | 3 acres, 2 ponds
i | R R Tocumeel 2 il MY Lo e et e e S e o
29 | Wirth Brothers Johnson Co., 1W, 35, 1W of Bluegill, channel catfish, | 37 acres, South Branch
Lake Cook largemoulh bass, Site 27 Nemaha NRD, ADA
; northern pike accessible boat ramp and
parking, boating limited
bl oy SRy | i ARG U R R R el __JtoSmph
30 |Bluestem Lake | Lancaster Co., 21/2W of Sprague | Bluegill, crappie, flathead | 326 acres, primitive camping,
SRA & channel catfish, large- | all boats allowed, turbid
i ST mouth bass 4 P Tt
31 |Bowling Lake Lancaster Co., 3rd & Baker, NW | Bluegill, bullhead, carp 12 acres, non-powered
Airpark, Lincoln channel catiish, crappie, | boats only, city of Lincoln
largemouth bass, trout lake, shallow, turbid; wheel-
ot 5 ERC) (seasonal) chair accessible fishing pier
32 |Branched Oak Lancaster Co., 12E, 4N of Bluegill, bullhead, carp, | 1,800 acres, 5 mph boating (no
Lake SRA Malcolm blue, channel & flathead | wake) 400 ft. from dam & 100
catfish, crappie, large- t. from all shores, wheeichalr
mouth bass, northern accessible fishing pier, modem
pike, walleye, white perch, | & primitive camping, daly bag
wiper limit 1 on wipers with a minium
length limit of 18 inches, 10-
inch minium on crappie, 18-
ok SRR G E LA ___|inch miniym on walleye
33 |Conestoga Lake | Lancaster Co., 112N of Denton | Bluegill, carp, channel 230 acres, primitive camping,
SRA calfish, crappie, large- all power boats allowed, daily
mouth bass, saugeye, bag limit 3 on wipers with no
walleye, wiper more than 1 fish over 18
o [N S s 5 SR B __]inchs |
34 | Cottontail Lancaster Co., 1N of Martell Bluegill, bulthead, channel | 29 acres, power boats limit-
calfish, largemouth bass | ed to 5 mph. Lower Platte
stta Sahe e SR i 2 D s [Sa0h NRD IRkt ¢
35 |Hedgefield Lake | Lancaster Co., 2W, 2N of Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 44 acres, electric f:shing
O IWMAL 5 Panamal oo T ~ |calfish, largemouth bass | motorsonly
36 |Holmes Lake Lancaster Co., 70th & Normal Bluegill, carp, channel, 100 acres, non-powered
Blvd. in Lincoln and flathead catfish, boats only, city of Lincoln
crappie, largemouth bass, { lake, trout stocked in fall
trout (seasonal), and winter; wheelchair
L Pl L e e S S I WhieTpelch | accessible fishing pier
37 |Killdeer Lake Lancasler Co., 2V/2N of Martell | Bluegill, bullheads, chan- | 20 acres, electric trolling-
WMA nel catfish, crappie, large- | motors only
Sl el e St it MOULNLDABS E i S8 SN N
38 |Merganser Lancaster Co., V2N, 1E,4N of | Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 41 acres, power boals limit-
Kramer catfish, largemouth bass | ed to 5 mph, Lower Platte
2 ; ) X : | South NRD lake
39 | Oak Lake Lancaster Co., I-180 & Sun Bullhead, carp, channel | 47-acre, city of Lincoln
Valley Bivd., NW Lincoln catfish, crapple, green lake, shallow, subject to
] R S I R B (I 0 155 winterkil
40 |Olive Creek Lake | [Lancaster Co,, 2E, 15 of Kramer | Bluegil, carp, channel & | 175 acres, primilive camping, |
SRA flathead catfish, crappie, | power boats limited to 5
largemouth bass mph, very shallow, very tur-
bid. Scheduled for renovation
G e Gl 4 |andrehabiitation for 1998-69
41 |Pawnee Lake Lancaster Co., 2N, 1 2Wof | Camp, channel & flathead | 740 acres, modem camp-
SRA Emerald calfish, crappie, drum, ing, primitive camping, all
largemouth & white bass, | boats allowed, 10-inch
sauger, walleye minium on crappie,
15-inch minium on sauger
e R T o Ml ST S LI G L] B _|&walleye
42 | Stagecoach Lake |Lancaster Co., 1 128, V2W of Bluegill, channel calfish, | 195 acres, primitive camping,
SRA Hickman crappie, largemouth bass, | boals limited to 5 mph, 8-inch
minimum on bluegill, wheel-
Rl e s SR e chair acoessible fishing pier
43 | Tanglewood Lancaster Co., 12N, 1W, 1425 of Blueglil bullhead, channel | 33 acres, boal dto5
Kramer catfish, crapple, large- mph, Lower Platte South
5] P e | e SR RN A 2 _ |mouthbass | NRD lake 3
44 | Teal Lake WMA | Lancaster Co., 412E, 4N of Blueglil bullhead, channel | 29 acres, electric motors
Wilber & flathead catfish, large- | only, subject to frequent
] oS ) vy . |mouthbass _ | fish kills due lo low levels
45 | Wagon Train Lake | Lancaser Co., 2E of Hickman Bluegill, carp, channel & | 315 acres, primitive camp-
flathead catfish, crappie, | ing, boats limited to 5 mph,
largemouth bass Scheduled for renovalion
Eil s e i s e et | aid rehabitation for 1835-03
46 | Wild Plum Lancaster Co., 1V2N, 12W, of Bluegill, channel calfish, | 16 acres, power boats limit-

ed to 5 mph, Lower Platte
South NRD lake

23

==
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{
MOINAME  [LOCATION i [ sPECIES. REMARKS
[F | Haworth Park Douglas Co., Bellevue Buffalo, carp, catfish, Access point to Missouri
A crappie River
‘G |Platte River Douglas Co., 4W of Valley, SE | River species 1.9 acres, access fo Platte
Access | comer of Hwy. 14 bridge River -
~ | Fairbu Jeffarson Co., S edge of Fairbury | Carp, channel & flathead | Access point to Little Blue
T ___r,y_ i L cahrflpsh River b&'&: Fairbury dam
[T [Brownvile SRA | Nemaha Co., 1E of Brownville | Buffalo, carp, channel & f Access to Missourt River,
Ry flathead catfish, sturgeon | ramp, primitive camping
J | Peru Nemaha Co., Peru Buffalo, carp, channel & | Access point to Missouri
e flathead calfish, sturgeon | River
'« | River View Marina | Otog Co., E of Nebraska City | Bulfalo, carp, channel & | Access to Missouri River,
s e A B R R flathead catfish, sturgeon | ramp, primilive camping |
L |Kinter's Ford Pawnee Co., S of Hurboldt | Carp, channel & flathead | Access point to Big
L | WMAT SR et e catfish _ | Nemaha River
M | Indian Cave SP | Richardson Co., 4E of Barada | Buffalo, carp, channel & | Access point to Missouri
ol B bR & flathead catfish, sturgeon | River
N |Rulo Richardson Co.. S Hwy. 159 Buffalo, carp, channel & | Access point to Missouri
| |Pridgenear Rulo, River mila 497.8 | flathead caffish, sturgeon | River, concreleramp |
O |Blue River SRA | Saline Co., 5N of Dorchester Carp, channel catfish aocess point to Big Blue
ver
P | Shady Trail Saline Co., 1W, 4N, YW, V2N of | Carp, channel catfish Access point fo Big Blue
B e BRI Crele e River
| Q| Hwy. 6 Bridge Sarpy Co., E of Ashland River species Access point to Salt Creek
R* | Blue Bluffs Seward Co., 12N, 1E, 2S of Carp, channel catfish Access point o Big Blue
bl B e | LR R River
S |Blue Valley Seward Co.,1/2S of Seward Carp, channel catfish Access point to Big Blue
River

Wiy [NO [ NAME LOCATION SPECIES

Big Blue ¥ |47 |Wildwood Lake | Lancaster Co., 1W, 11/2N of Bluegill, bullhead, carp, i

| access WMA Agnew channel calfish, crappie, | only, Lower Platle South
mited to 5 largemouth bass, walleye | NRD lake, catch/release only.
3lue NRD © [48 | Yankee Hill Lake | Lancaster Co., 2V2E, 18 of Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 208 acres, electric fishing
P S Denton catfish, crappie, large- motors only

oing " M| | mouth bass, walleye

ve camping.| [49 | Wilson Greek 2X - | Otoe Co., 3E, 1128 of Otoe Biuegill, channel catfish, | 15 acres, electric molors

in 1996 to WMA crappie, largemouth bass | only, Nemaha NRD lake,
ththefish- 4| | very shallow
estocked | | 50 | Wilson Creek 4F | Otoe Co., 25, 1W, 1/4S of Dunbar | Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 38 acres, electric fishing
ited 1o 5 (Prairie Owl) catfish, crappie, large- | motors only, Nemaha NRD
ke lurbid || | mouth bass lake, very turbid st
5, no boats | [51 |Bowwood WMA | Pawnee Co., 28 of Steinauer Bluegill, channel catfish, | 62 acres, electric molors

7 largemouth bass only,

limited to | |52 |Burchard Lake Pawnee Co., 3€, 12N of Burchard | Bluegil, bullhead, channel | 150 acres, boating limited
| Blue WMA calfish, crappie, large- | to 5 mph; primitive camp-
bid mouth bass, yellow perch | ing, area closed during
s allowed, waterfowl season, except
Biue NRD face of dam, 21-inch mini-

AR 2 A iy mum on largemouth bass

~ 1153 [iron Horse Trail ~ | Pawnee Co., V2N, 2W of DuBois | Bluegill, channel & flat- | 85 acres, 5 mph, no wake,
Lake head calfish, crappie, No personal watercraft,
e largemouth bass camping, picnicking,

1 : Nemaha NRD, turbid |
canch | |54 |Mayberry WMA | Pawnee Co., 5N, 1V4E of Bluegill, channel catfish, | 25 acres, eleclric motors
{RD, ADA Burchard largemouth bass, tiger only
imp and | e e | L ___| musky bSO W e g A B M A |
mited 55 | Pawnee Prairig | Pawnee Co., 6S, 2E, 25 of Bluegill, largemouth bass | 5 acres - 7 ponds

WM Buchad W D el L K|S Al )
> camping, || |56 | Prairie Knoll Pawnee Co, 2W, 2N DuBois Bluegill, largemouth bass | 6 acres, electric motors only
urbid | WMA ik | 160 acres, Nemaha NRD, _
|| |57 |Kirkman's Cove | Richardson Co., 1N, 2W of Bluegill, channel catfish, | turbid, all boats allowed,
vered Humboldt largemouth bass 1996-98 no wake boating,
Lincoln after May 1998, 35 mph
id: wheel- maximurm on lower 2/3 of
shing pier || | : lake, no personal walercraft |
boaﬁng (no' 58 | Verdon Lake SRA | Richardson Co., #/2W of Verdon | Bluegill, channel catfish, | 30 acres, electric motors
am & 100 crappie, largemouth bass | only, primitive camping,
heelchair ~ || rehabitation conducted in
2r,modem || |__1 i ok 195l 2 1997-1998
dalybag || |59 |SwanCreek2A | Saline Co., 14W, 3N of Wilber Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 16 acres, power boats limit-
a minium || WMA catfish, crapple, large- | ed 1o 5 mph
s, 10- | mouthbass i i AR S et
pie, 18- || 160 |Swan Creek 5A | Saline Co., 3E, 2N of Tobias Bluegill, channel catfish, |95 acres, area development
e 4 ; largemouth bass planned in next few years,

» camping, || Lower Big Blue NRD,
wed, daily || wheelchair accessible fish-
s with no 2o R P e . AT PR
er 18 61 | Walnut Creek 2A | Saline Co., 12E, 312N of Crete | Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 26 acres, boals limiled to 5
Rl & flathead catfish, large- - | mph, Lower Big Biue NRD
oats limit- || | g mouth bass lake, shallow o
i Platle 62 | Wehrspann Lake | Sarpy Co., 1N, 1W I-80 & Hwy. | Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 245 acres, boals limited to 5
G b 15 Y 50 Junction catfish, crappie, large- mph, Papio/Missouri NRD
ishing mouth bass, walleye lake, 21-inch minimum on
X oy largemouth bass, 8-inch min-
wered imum on bluegill, 10-inch
Lincoln minimum on crappie, wheel-
in fall 2% chair accessible fishing pier
hair 63 | Czechland Lake | Saunders Co., 1N, V4W of Bluegil, channel catfish, | 85-acres, Lower Plaite North
pier Prague crapple, largemouth bass | NRD, boals limited to 5 mph,
olling- 8-inch min. on bluegill, 10-
inch min. on crappie, wheel-
| | chairaccessible fishing pier
Sats fimit- || |64 | Memphis Lake | Saunders Co., ¥2W of Memphis | Bluegill, buffalo, bullhead, | 45 acres, row boals and
r Platte SRA carp, channel catfish, electric motors only, shallow
L | crappie, largemouth bass
coln 65 | Red Cedar Saunders Co., 512N, 2W of the | Bluegill, channel & flat- | 50 acres, boals limited to 5
2ol lo north edge of Valparaiso head calfish, largemouth | mph, Lower Platte South
_ |bass NRDlake
'c_am_pﬁ,' | |66 | Meadowlark Seward Co., 612W, 1N, 11/2W of | Bluegill, channel catfish, | 55 acres, boats limited to 5
05 | Agnew largemouth bass mph, Lower Platte South
sery lur- £ - L v vk [NRD ke it
enovation 67 | Smith Creek Seward Co., 2N, 2W, 14N of Bluegill, channel catfish, |21 acres, boals limited to 5
r 1998-99 Beaver Crossing largemouth bass mph, Upper Big Blue NRD
‘camp- i lake, turbid
ing, all 68 | Twin Lakes WMA | Seward Co., 21/2N, 12W of Bluegil, bullhead, channel | 210 acres in east lake, 60
nch Pleasant Dale catfish, crapple, large- acres in west lake, electric
. mouth bass, tiger musky, | trolling motors only, area
sauger walleye closed during walerfowl
32 : caisi] BT v AR R e e 2 [ISBHSONS FUN - e S e
cr?mping, 69 | Meridan Thayer Co., 35 of Alexandria Bluegill, largemouth bass | 1 acre, electric motors only
oh, 8-in i
 Wheel- 70 | Recharge York Co., 11/2W of York Bluegill, bullhead, channel | 49 acres, boaling limited to
ing pier catfish, crappie, large- 5 mph, Upper Big Blue
ited to 5 |mouthbass | NRD lake il
South 71| Waco Basin WMA | York Co., 1W, 7eNof Waco | Black bullhead 16laoreg
A | Hwy. 60 Bridge | Cass Co., Louisville River species Access point to Platte River |
0tors B | Louisvile SRA [ Cass Co., V2NW of Louisville | River species | Access point to Platte River.
uent C | Schilling WMA Cass Co., 1 NE of Plattsmouth | Carp, channel & flathead | Access point to Missouri
levels | catfish, sturgeon and Platte rivers, open
: camp- i April 15 -Sept. 30 &
5mph, (¥ |D | Dodge Park Douglas Co., 11000 N River Rd. | Buffalo, carp, catfish, Access point to Missouri
aon ol [ in Omaha crappie | River MBS
1998-99 {1 E | Elkhom Crossing | Douglas Co., 1S, 34E of Hwy. 36 | River species 23 acres, access point 10
ats limit- | & County Rd. 92 Junction Elkhom River,
“Platle [ Papio/Missouri NRD lake
{
5
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Here's a real keeper! NEBRASKAland will keep you
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I-80 LAKES

The I-80 Lakes between Grand Island and Hershey offer weary
travelers a chance to stop, stretch, fish a little and camp
overnight as a break in their travels. There are lots of bass,
bluegill and catfish to make their stay a pleasant one.

NO | NAME _{LOCATION  |SPECIES  |REMARKS
1 | Bassway Slrip Buffalo Co., Minden Inter., 145 Bluegnll bullheads, carp. Four lakes 1 to 8 acres,
WMA on Hwy. 10, left on county road | channel catfish, crappie, | Platte River access NO | NAME LOCATION | SPECIES REMARKS
| |backtackingloward180 |largemouthbass | | |2 Cheyenne SRA |Hall Co. Wood River Inter, NW | Biuegil, channel catfish, | 17 acres, primitive camping.
2 | Blue Hole WMA | Buffalo Co., Em Creek Inter, | Bluegil, carp, channel 37 acres quadrant largamotth bass EE s L e R R e B e
(West lake) SW quadrant calfish, crappie, large- | Plalte River access 23 | Grand Island East | Hall Co., 3E of Grand Island Bluegil, carp, channel | 6 acres
PR et b e R s s Eotiihass B £l R C bound Rest Area | Interchange, S of 1 80 calfish, lar Ihbass |Noboatsallowed
3 | Blue Hole WMA | Buffalo Co,, Elm Creek Inter, 1 | Bluegil, carp, channel 34 acres 24 | Mormon Island | Hall Co., Grand Istand Inter,, N | Bluegill, channel catfish, 22 acres, access on foot
(East lake) 128, 1 V2E on canal road calfish, crappie, large- DOR {East) of 180, 1 12E crapple, largemouth bass, | from Mormon Island SRA,
Sl e e Ve et ke iy oouliLbess i v o i Lo RGBTt i | R N T iger musky | 8-inch minimum on biuegill
i 4 | Buffiehead WMA | Buffalo Co., Kearney Inter., Nto] Bluegill, channel caffish, |15 acres 25 [ Mormon Island | Hall Co., NE quadrant, Grand Bluegill, carp, channel |19 acres, access on foot
{ s b [Hih St 8F S, 1eE largemouth bass s SRA (Middle) Island Inter. catfish, largemouth bass, | from Mormon Island, 8-inch
| 5 |Coot Shallows | Buffalo Co., Odessa Inter., %N, | Bluegil, channel calfish, | 12 acres iR M . |figer musky minimum on bluegill
! WMA 134W lﬂrgemouth bass, north- 26 | Mormon lsiand | Hall Co,, NE quadrant, Grand | Biuegill, bullhead, carp, | 42 acres, modem camping,”
1 2O e S e R ek S O DN Vellow Dere e I K i R e SRA (West) Island Inter. channel catfish, crappie, - | 8-inch minimum on bluegil
| 6 | East Odessa Buffelo Co., Odessa Inter., 4E on | Bluegil, bullhead, carp, ?acres_ e S B AR largemouth bass AR |
i __|WMA  |Sside largemouth bass Platte Riveraccess | | 57 | West Wood River | Hall Co., Wood River Inter,, 125, | Bluegil, channel catfish, | 15 acres,
H 7 [Keamey WMA | Buffalo Co., Keamey Inter., SW | Bluagill, channel caffish, | 20 acres _{wMA 1W, N across overpass, 4W | largemouth bass oS R el
1 AT R T e O largemouth bass | | |28 |Birdwood WMA | Lincoln Co., North Platte Infer,, | Channel catfish, large | 20 acres
| 8 |KeaWest WMA er,, N to Bluegill, channel calfish, |8 acres 128, 3 12W, 1N, NW across mouth & rock bass, perch,
11th St, 1WW 1S to overpass | largemouth bass, rock overp | rainbowfroutinwinter | = S
| |approach,lumleft |bass e 29 |Brady Lincoln Co., Brady Inter., SE Bluegil, channel calfish, | 25 acres
9 | North Kearney | Buffalo Co., Kearney Inter, 134 W | Biuegil, channel catfish, _ | 7 acres | Interchange WMA | quadrant crappie, largemouth bass | L
RestArea DOR | on 180 to rest stop crappie, largemouth bass, | 30 | Crystal Lake Lincoln Co., Maxwell Inter., 32N, | Bluegil, channel catfish, | 6 2 acres
S 1 _ |walleye 2W, 12N, 3 12W, 1S across | largemouth bass
10 [ South Keamey | Buffalo Co., Kearney Inter., Bluegill, channel catfish, | 34 acre OVerpass S S S s e e
RestArea DOR | 134W on | 80 to rest stop crappie, largemouth bass, 31 | EastHershey | Lincoln Co., North Platte Inter,, | Channel catfish, large 20 acres
i g R _|redsar WMA 1428, 7%W, 1 12N, NE across | mouth bass, perch, rock
11 | Union Pacific Buffalo Co., Odessa Inter., NE | Channel catfish, rock & | 15 acres, primitive camping, overpass & smallmouth bass ey
,,,,, SRA |guadant | smalimouth bass | |32 |EastSitherland |Lincoln Co., Hershey Inter., 145, | Bullheads, channel cal- | 27 acres
12 |WarAxe SRA | Buffalo Co., Shelton Inter,, NE Bluegill, cam, channel cat- | 14 acres, primitive camping WMA 3W, 12N, NE across overpass | fish, largemouth & rock
5% quadrant - a5 S *e- e fish SilargemoUtt= N i SO Lashy < wai e | ! <] Rt ne et w
13 | West Eim Creek | Buffalo Co., Eim Creek Inter., 5W | Channel caffish, Redear | 8 V2 acres, access across 33 FremEht'SIough Lincoln Co., North Platte Inter, 1 Bluegil, channe , |30 acres
oo JWwMA . |sunfish&smalimouth bass | private property : WMA 1/28, 4 34E, V4N, right tum across | largemouth bass
{ 14 | Windmill SRA Buffalo Co., Gibbon Inter., NE Bluegil, channel calfish, | Four 2-acre lakes, one 7- _{ |canal, 4N under ovempass, 4E AP el £k |
quadrant crappie, largemouth bass, | acre lake, modern camping 34 | Ft. McPherson Lincoln Co., Maxwell Inter,, SE | Bluegill, carp, channel 30 acres, primitive camping
3 | LS R B8 R | FAINDOW -G URIN VAN 1.7 | PR s L B WMA | quadrant catfish, largemouth bass Sk ]
15 | Cozad WMA Dawson Co., Cozad Inter,, SE Bluegill, carp, channel cat- | 18 acres 35 | Hershey WMA Lincoln Co., Hershey Inter,, SE | Channel catfish, large 53 acres
Slee e Sl quadeant Nl __|fish, largemouth &rockbass | -~ - quadrant mouth, rock & smallmouth
16 | Dar WMA Dawson Co., Darr Inter, NW | Channel catfish, largemouth, | 13 acres o led s daianes il B nanin Tu DR it A 1 bassy perotl DIke  walleve it G
s & quadram”” Y |rock & smallmouthbass | . - 36 | Maxwell Rest Lincoln Co., Maxwell Inter., 3 | Bluegill, crappie, large- | 5 acres
17 | Dogwood WMA | Dawson Co., Lexmgton Inter, 5 Bluegill channel calfish, | 2 lakes, 5 & 7 acres StopDOR N mouth bass A ey Al
o V2E, 21/28 over overpass, V4E | largemouth & rock bass | Platte River access 37 | North Platte Gity | Lincoln Co., North Platte Inter., | Channel catfish, large- 26 acres
18 | East Gothenburg | Dawson Co., Gothenburg Inter., | Bluegill, channel catfish, | 15 acres  |Lake  SE quadrant mouth & rock bass, walleye |
_ |WMA- o[4S 1A6E _qli’z_NE& E  [largemouthbass [ | |'38 |WestBrady WMA | Lincoln Co., Brady Inter,, %N, | Bluegill, channel catfish, |5 12 acres
19 | West Cozad WMA | Dawson Co., Cozad Inter., 1N to Carp, channel catfish, 18 acres 3W across overpass largemouth & smallmouth
Hwy. 30, 1%W 948 across over- | crappie, largemouth bass L B T hasg iR o] (8 R AT S
s e tet e ] passy VAN ol RN A SRR TR R e e s _ | |39 |WestGothenburg |Lincaln Co., Brady Inter,, 3 /2E | Channel catfish, large- | 15 acres
20 | Willow Island Dawson Co., Cozad Inter, 5/2W | Carp, channel catiish, | 24 acres C|WMA  on Hwy. 30, %48 across lracks | mouth & rock bass | R A e O
WMA of Cozad on Hwy 30, 348 largemouth bass 40 West Hershey Lincoln Co., Hershey Inter,, VaW_ | Bluegill, channel catfish, | 6 acres, private access
______|@cross overpass i ] e il A O __ |largemouthbass = i el i i
1 21 | Alda DOR Hall Co., Alda Inter., NE quadrant | Bluegill, carp, channel 12 acres | West Maxwell | Lincoln Co., Maxwell Inter., 34N, | Channel catfish, rock & 7 acres
A catfish, largemouth bass | No boats allowed WMA YW, 148 smalimouth bass

*All 1-80 lakes are electric motor only unless otherwise indicated.
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Beginning in 1995, the Nebraska
Game_and Parks Commission and South
Dakota™Repartment of Game, Fish and
Parks joined_a 22-state paddlefish tag-
ging project. A paddlefish has the
potential of carrying. a specially coded
wire microtag. The tag has been placed in
the paddle and cannot bé.seen and can
only be recovered with specialequipment.

Each tag, although only the sjze of a
fragment of hair, bears a coded~mes-
sage.” This information is vital for
the long-term management of
paddlefish in Nebraska and
across the entire Mississippi
River Basin. Tag recovery is a
laborious and expensive
task. Anglers can assist us by
turning in the paddles of har-
vested paddlefish, allowing us
to examine many hundreds
more paddlefish for tags than
would be otherwise possible.

If you harvest a paddlefish dur-
ing the archery or snagging asons,
please cut off the last 8 inehies of the
paddle and turn it in at on€ of the collec-
tion sites posted at_the Missouri River
ange for your cooper-
e eligible to win a prize.
Prizes awartled in in past drawings have
includ%ig new Sea Ark boat, $100 and
$50/g' certificates from companies such

—& INTERJURISDICTIONAL PADDLEFISH TAGGING STUDY &<

the management of interjurisdictional
fisheries resources ;}f/ﬁ@)ﬂ Mississippi
River Basin. The assoCiation, formed in
1991, has devel
the manageme

on data collected exclusively from our geons;;e:?sand have begun implemen-

as Cabela’s, fishing tackle and hats. Why,
besides a chance for a prize, is it worth
your effort to turn in g paddle? Nebraska
and South Dakota have based their har-
vest quota of 1,600 paddlefish per year

oped a strategic plan for
of paddlefish and stur-

tation of tiat plan. A major component of
n is to improve the paddiefish
rmation base.

The paddlefish’s historical distribution
covered most of the larger rivers of the
Mississippi River Basin, but little is known
about its present distribution, movements
or habitats. For example, there is concern
that fish being harvested in one state
may, in fact, have been produced far
away in another state or river where the
species may be listed as protected. Such
information is essential to develop appro-
priate management measures to protect
and restore the species.

MICRA has developed a special tag-
ging system and is coordinating a multi-
state, multi-year effort to assess paddle-
fish stocks in the basin and document
their habitat use and movements on the

lissouri River and between states and
rivérs_across the basin.

joint section of the Missouri River.
Because data on paddlefish movementin the
and out of this river reach

has not been avail-

in_the past,

this ﬁtﬁiy could

gt provide-the sound sci-

Agd entif;c/dég required to raise

7% the quota’ Remember, any pad-

@ dlefish has the potential to be
carrying adag.

5ia b
s

onduct a basinwide~ stock assess-
ent of paddlefish; document.their distrib-
ution, movements, extent of haxyest and
exploitation by stock; and make observa-
tions of their habitat use in Mississippi
River Basin mainstem rivers.

Background

Mississippi Interstate Cooperative
Resource Association (MICRA) is an
organization of Mississippi River Basin
states and their cooperating entities who
have agreed to develop efforts to improve

Results

In 1995 and~1996 anglers recovered
more than 350 tagged paddlefish. Prizes
will be awarded in annual drawings.

* Fishing
* Hunting
* Trapping
* Camping

MILLARD
BAIT & TACKLE

Open 7 days a week!
14217 U St./ Omaha NE 68137
Phone 402-895-5612
Environmentally safe products...
safe for our fish and the air we breathe.
Summer Hours
Mon-Fri: 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat: 5a.m.-9 p.m.
Sun: 5 a.m. - 6 p.m.

See us for your outdoor needs!
Bait » Tackle ¢ Permits
Larry and Adrian Dendinger

Get away from the humdrum
cares of everyday living GO
FISHING! And share your enjoy-
ment, take a youngster along.

&5 VANS LAKEVIEW
Y FISHING CAMP

on Lake McConaughy

WE TALK FISHING * MARINA

Air-conditioned units, cooking facilities. *CAMPGROUND

¢ * GUIDE SERVICE
Up to four adults. Campground on the + LAUNCHING STORE
beach — 50 hookups, showers, Groceries, Beer, Pop, Tackle, Live Bait
playground, shade. * BOAT & PONTOON RENTALS
South Shore Big Mac

Ogallalla, NE
at Gate 18 308-284-4965

#1 Lakeview
Brule, NE 69127

ATTENTION ADVE RTISERS'

Advertising is now accepted in all of the Game and Parks Commis-
sion’s official regulation publications, the Fishing, Hunfing and Boating
guides. If you are inferested in placing an ad in one or more of these
publications, please request a rate card for the guide(s) you need infor-

mation on, Write to: Advertising Manager, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, PO Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503-0370, or call 402-47 1-5493.
Or e-mail your request to: lhuff@ngpsun.ngpc .state.ne.us
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Major changes in how both the
archery and snagging paddlefish sea-
sons were made in 1997. The paddlefish
is a limited and precious resource, and it
is important that the harvest be closely
regulated. However, past management
methods did not produce quality fishing.
A tag will be required for both archers and
snaggers who want to harvest a paddle-
fish (see “Archery” and Snagging,” p. 7).

It is important to remember that one
person can have no more than two tags
for the archery season and two for the
snagging season, or a total of four tags.
These tags are non-transferable, they
must be in possession while actively pur-
suing a paddiefish, and they must be
immediately attached to the dorsal fin of
a harvested paddlefish. Archers will have
a 16-day season and snaggers will have
a 30-day season.

To apply for a paddlefish tag, the
archer or snagger must fill out the form at
right. A angler may only apply once dur-
ing each application period. Anglers who
did not have a tag the previous year will
receive preference over those who did.
Two or more anglers can apply for buddy
permits by including all applications in
the same envelope and marking the
appropriate box on the application.The
application dates are as follows:

NEBRASKA PADDLEFISH ANGLING TAGS

CALL
B00-742-SNAP

STOP
POACHING

Addre%s \
City \
State/Zip \

REMEMBER . .. \

Report all violations.
Call 1-800-742-SNAP (7627)

<

Paddiefish Application Dates
Initial Archery Application Dates .............. Postmarked from April 1 - 30
(First Tag Only)

Initial Archery Paddlefish Drawing
Archery Open Application ............ June 1 through end of archery season

(First or Second Tag, applications postmarked
first come, first served) no earlier than June1
Initial Snagging Application Date . .............. Postmarked from July 1 - 31

(First Tag Only)
Initial Snagging Paddlefish Drawing

Snagging Open Application .......... Sept. 1 through end of snagging season
(First or Second Tag, applications postmarked
first come, first served) no earlier than Sept.1)

Application for Free Paddlefish Harvest Tag

This is my application for a tag that would allow me to harvest one paddlefish dur-
ing a designated season. | understand that | will be required to complete a report
form that will be sent with the tag. (Please type or print)

Last First Initial
Address

(Street, RR & Box, or PO Box)
City State Zip

Drivers license number

If under 16, please enter your age

Type of Paddlefish Tag you are Applying for (check only one):
[ First Archery tag (L] First Snagging tag
(L] Second Archery tag [} Second Snagging tag

Type of Paddlefish Tag

[_] single [l Buddy (please include additional applications)

Signature

| hereby certify that the above information is correct and that | am applying for a
free non-transferable paddlefish tag and that | understand that tags that are locked
shut prior to attachment, altered or modified shall be void and will not be replaced.

Send this application to :Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Fisheries Division

2200 N, 33rd St. PO Box 30370

Lincoln, NE 68503-0370

e e e e e e e e e S B s S S S e S S S e S N S 0 S S e e e
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CHANNEL CATFISH

OMES NEBRASKA’S STA :
Passage of LB106 during 2gislati ssion authorized the governor

ial state items, including animals, plants,

the channel catfisii was championed by the
fourth grade class from Valley, Nebraska and {
sponsored by Senator Carol Hudkins. ;

27




HOOK AND LINE

ALEWIFE ... 1.45 oz,

Howard Graham, Valentine, Merritl Reserveir, 5/25/%4, leech
AMERICAN EEL ... 5 Ibs.

George Sweisherger, South Sioux Cily, Missouri River,

8/2/83, wonm
BASS - KENTUCKY SPOTTED ... 3ibs. 12 0z.

Jarry 8, Milley, North Platle, Lincol Co,, 1-80 sandpit, 3/12/80
BASS - LARGEMOUTH ... 10 ibs, 11 0z,

Paul Abegylen, St., Columbus sandpil near Columbus, 10/2/85
BASS - ROCK ... 2 Ibs. 4 oz,

Edna Zuage, Halgler Dundy Co. farm pond, 5/6{72
BASS - SMALLMOUTH ... 6 Ibs. 1.fi o2,

Wally Allison, North Plalte, Motrilt Reservair, 5/17/78
BASS - STRIPED ... 64 Ibs, 15.7/8 oz,

Gene Baker, Sulherland Sulherand Reservoir, 817/93
BASS - STRIPED HYBRID (WIPER) ... 17 Tbs. 14 oz,

Heqgie Bosshamer, Riverdale, Harlan Co. Res.

6/28/96, lab spoan
BASS - WHITE ... 5 lbs,

Jim Kilcoin, Aurora, Gavins Pomt lailwaters, 11/112/83
BASS - YELLOW ... 1Ib. 7 o

John Ogle, Omaha Lotdsvifle Lake #2, 7/4/93, minnow
BLUEGILL ... 2 ihs. 13 0z,

Gary Ralston, Creighton, Grove Lake, 4/26/77, nightcrawler
BOWFIN .. 8 lbs.

Ronald Evenson, Omaha, Dead Timber Lake, 8/7/82, spinner
BULLHEAD ... 3 Ibs, 14 0z,

Dick Dunn, Beatrice, Pawnee Co. farm pond,

TI22f4, chicken liver
BUFFALO - BIGMOUTH ... 44 |bs. 14fi oz,

Shayne Miller, Kearney, Johnson Lake inlet,

517191, Mr. Twister
BUFFALO - BLACK ... 41 lbs,

Bob Baton, Omaha, Garter Lake, 4/28/82, corn
BUFFALO - SMALLMOUTH .., 45 Ibs.

Bruce F. Bacte, Beatrice, Big Blue River, 8/15/84, nightcrawer
BURBOT ... 6 |bs. 5 oz

Richard Smilh, Coleridge, Gaving Point Dam, 4/3/94, minnow
CARP ... 33 Ibs. 12 0z,

Toni C. Baete, Beatrice, Gage Co. farm pond,

5/12/63 dough balt
CGARP - BIGHEAD ... 33 ibs. 12 oz,

John Sulheriand, Max, North Platle River Keith Co.,

THi85, crawdad
CARP - GRASS CARP ... 40 1bs. B oz

Aan David, Goodland K8, Rock Creek Lake, 5/4/97
CATFISH - BLUE ... 100 [bs. 8 0z,

Raynold Promes, Wynot Missouri River near Wynot,

119170, shagging
CATFISH - CHANNEL ... 41 ibs. 8 2.

Jahn Cunning, Valentine, Mersitt Reservoir,

7128185, nightcrawer
CATFISH - FLATHEAD ... 8¢ Ibs.

William Swanson, Silver Creek, Loup Power Canal near

Genga, 614/88, carp
CATFISH - STONE ... 4 oz,

Richard Schmidt, Norfolk, Eikhorn River, 8/12/93, nightcrawer
CRAPPIE - BLACK .., 4 Ibs. 4 0¥,

Mark Dohn, Omaba, sandpit, Douglas Co., 4/26/97, minnow
CRAPPIE « WHITE ... 4 Ibs. 1 oz.

Elsie M. Jensen, Broken Bow, Red Willow Reservoir, 5/18/80,

Swadish minnow
FRESHWATER DRUM ... 28 ibs. 4 oz.

Vincenl Prazak, Ciamson Missouri River below Gavins Point

Dam, t1074/71, snagging
GAR - LONGNOSE ... 20 Ibs. 7 02.

John Ernst, Columbus, Wagner's Lake {Platte Counly),

TA4191, jitterbug
GAR - SHORTNOSE ... 19 ths.

Ronald Hardin, Omaha, lake in Cass Co., 6/29/74, sunfish
GIZZARD SHAD ... 4 Ibs, 71l gz,

Joe Rinbauer, Alliance, Box Butte Reservolr, 3/26/89,

silver spoon
GOLDEN SHINER ... 14 0z.

Tom Resencrans, Omaha, Two Rivers SRA, 4/10/92, com
GOLDEYE ... 3 Ibs. 15fi oz,

Gary Kumm, Bloomfield, Lewis & Clark, 813/88, minnow
GRASS PICKEREL ... 5fl oz.

Trevor Bailey, Morfolk, Cameron Lake, Rock Co., 12/20/96,

TTHANOW
MUSKELLUNGE ... 41 Ibs. § oz,

Jared Haddix, Sidney, Merritt Reservoir, 8/9/92, shad rap
MUSKY - TIGER ... 26 Ibs, 8 0z,

Sleve Keys, Cheyenne, WY, Oliver Reservoir,

5119795, Panther Marin
NORTHERN PIKE ... 30 Ibs, 1 oz.

Steve Morris, Scoltshiuff, Teriy's Pil, Scoltsbiuft Co, 10/07/97
PADDLEFISH ... 91 ths. 8 oz,

Warren Yelkin, Lincoln, Gaving Point Dam tailwaters,

11/18/78, snagging
PEKCH - SACRAMENTO .., 21bs, 8 oz,

John A, Bush, Valentine, Clear Lake on Valentine National

Wikilife Refuge, 6/20/71, spinner
PERCH - WHITE ... 2 Ib,

Bryan Juhas, Omaha, sandpit, Samy Co., 5/14/86, nightcrawier

NEBRASKA RECORD FISH

PERCH - YELLOW ,.. 2 [bs. 10{]
John D, Skrdla, Sluart Hackber,
PUMPKINSEED ., oz
Jim Johnson, Mnnatare ‘Box But Raservoir, 267,
worm/nightcrawler . ¢ "

Mitchell Pebley, Alliance, Box Bufl \ Reservolr, 319/83,
teardropiwvaxweorm .
QUILLBACK ... 12 Ibs,

Norman Grabenstem Morth Plaile, t.ake Maloney, 53787
SALMON - CHINOOK ... 2 Ibs, B gz

Rick Heppner, Narfolk, Lewfs&CIatk ake, 9714785, jig
SALMON - COHD ... 5 ibs, 12.0z,

Lyle Fry, Gering, Lake McConaug 1y, 713074, Hatfish
SALMON - KOKANEE ... 4 5.2 o

Neal Dunbar, North ?Jaile, Lake Mc(,onaughy. 7
SAUGER ... 8 Ibs, 5 0z,

Betly Tepner Plainview, Mi sseun River ear Niobrara, 16/22/61
SAUGEYE ... 7 Ibs. 100z, .

James Chal[ar Jr, Bellwood, Red Cedar Lake, Saunders Co,,
6/11/95, white 115 oz. twiister -

SHOVELNOSE STURGEOCN .. 4 ibs. 4 oz

Sean D. Gellatly, Platismoulh, Platle River, Cass Co., 5/15/28,
nightcrawler :

SKIPJACK HERRING ... 2 Ibs.

Daniet Kaup, Norfolk, Gavins Point Dam, %/20/92

BLUE - SUCKEA ... 18 |bs. 14 oz,

Boh J. Thoene, Hadington, Missouri River, 11/16/88

SUNF{SH - GREEN ... 1 Ib, 4 oz,

Jeff Knajdl, Riverdale, Buffaio County sandpil, 7/13/80
SUNFISH - HYBRID .. 150

Jane Bettorff-Engh, G:lletle WY, farm pend, 5/30/93,
nightcrawier
SUNFISH - ORANGE SPOTTED ... 0.34 0z,

Gary Wulf, Central City, Hamilten Counly sandpit, 6/5/94
SUNFISH - REDEAR ... 11b. 10 0z

Charles L. Jones, Eckley, co, Reck Creek Lake, 8/8/20, worm
TROUT - BROOK ... 5 [bs. 1 oz,

Joe Gray, North Platts, Pawnea Springs near Norh Platle,

113165
TROUT - BROWN .., 20 ths, 1 oz,

Dermy Doolittie, Valentine, Snake River, 7/26/73, grasshopper
TROUT - CUTTHROAT ... § Ihs, 7 02,

Adhur Larsen, Evergreen, CO, Lake Ogaliala, 9/18/92, jig
TROUT - RAINBOW .. 14 1bs. 2

Frank Aloi, North P}aﬂe canal, |<enh Co. 318175, nightcrawler
WALLEYE ... 16 Ibs. 2 o2,

Herben J. Cutshall, Ogallala, Lake McConaughy, 7/8/71, red

thin fin
BOW AND ARHOW
BASS - LARGEMOUTH ... 8 ths. 14
Jerry Grasmick, Scollsb!u sandpil near Scottsbiull, 6/18/56
BASS - ROCK ... 1 |b. 6 oz,
Harlan L. Worden, North Platte, interstate 80 lake in
Lingoln Co., 5/8/72
BASS - SMALLMOUTH ... 3 ibs,
N}icfl;ael Lange, Gibbon, Interstate 80 lake in Buffalo County,
8571
BASS - STRIPED ... 8 Ibs. 5 0z,
Michael Dorrs, Arthur, Lake McConaughy, 4/14/73
BASS - STRIPED HYBRID ... 8 Ibs. 10 oz.
Ryan Othling, Lincoin, Branched Oak Reservoir, 10/5/97
BASS - WHITE ... 3 Ibs.
Lannie Miller, Hastings, Harlan Gounty Reservolr, 4/14/73
BLUEGILL ... 1 b. 6 oz.
David Clancy, Hastings, Webster County farm pond, 7/1/85
BUFFALD - BIGMOUTH ... 53 lhs.
Mark Millet, Fremont, sandpit, 527/83
BULLHEAD ... 11b. 11 0z,
Cory Hardin, Rushwillz, Smith Lake, 713/78
CARP ... 38 Ibs. 8 0z,
Ronald A. Meyers, Columbus, P
CARP - BIGHEAD ... 56 Ibs, 4
Brent Denniston, Peru Missouri Rlver 5124194
CARP - GRASS CARP ... 46 1bs.
Jason Redman, Polk, Hamikton Co. sandpit, 5/5/94,
CARP - HYBRID GRASS ... 43 Ihs, 3 02.
Gary Martin, Ji., Overland Park, KS, Cass County sandpit,
6/13/92
RIVER CARPSUCKER ... 7 Ibs. 4 07,
Quintor Wagoner, Broadwater, North Platte River, 6/1/88
CATFISH - CHANNEL ... 22 1bs. 2 oz,
John Clancy, Hastings, Harlan Co, Resenvoir, 7/23/66
CATFISH - FLATHEAD ... 46 Ibs, 2 0z.
John Clancy, Hastings, Republican River, Webster Co. 8130/95
CRAPPIE - BLACK ... 1 b, 14 0z,
T;mﬂMcQuade, Norlh Platte, Shoupe Lake, Cherry County,
§1174
CRAPPIE -WHITE ... 2 Ibs. 13 oz,
David Medinger, Bellwood, sandpit in Buller County, 6/2/73
FRESHWATER DRUM ... 20 Ibs,
Gerald Tramp, Crofton, Gaving Point tallwaters, 6/15/82
GAR - LONGNOSE ... 22 Ibs, 12 oz.
Lonnie Goble, Hastings, Willow Bend, Hamilion Counly,
6/20/95
GOLDEYE .., 2 1bs. 1 oz
Bill Schwartmg, Fremon, Platie River, Dodge Counly, 6/17/85

Lake, 2/11/84

laite County lake, 5/9/85

" 'PERCH- YELLOW ..

. QUILLBACK ..
- Tim Smith, Benkelman Dundy County sandpit, 7/14/84

"MUSKY - TIGER ... 13 s. 14 oz

o Brentd. Wesemann Pierce, Willow Creek Reservolr, 7/3/68
. PADDLEFISH ..

. 86 1hs,

Gene R. Haswell, Gmaha, s andp\t in Cass County, 4/16/72
.11b.2

Tim McQuade, Norih Plalte, Cody Lake, 4/19/75

" NORTHERN PIKE ... 21 Ibs. 4

Allen Spiichal, Scoltsblull Lake Mmatare 5270
. 111bs. 2 0z,

GIZZARD SHAD ... 3 lbs. 11 62.

Roger DeKok, Kearney Phelps County sandpit, 6/4/92
SUCKER - WHITE ... 3 Ibs

Robert Jacobs, Oshkosh Lake Ogaliala Keilh Go.,, 6/20/97
SUNFISH - GREEN ... 8 oz,

tarty Guthrie, McCook sandpit near Bariley, 7/22/76
TROUT - GUTTHROAT ... 2ths. 3 0

Todd Burnham, Haslings, Plaite Rwer {Keith County), 8/24/91
TROUT - BROWN ... 9ibs. 13 0

John Whiltfe, Danon, Kiein Fish Hatchery Lake, 7/1/90
TROUT - RAINBOW ... 11 ibs

Kevie Pierce, Ogallala NPPD Canal in Keilh County, 10/19/86
WALLEYE .., 111bs. 1 oz.

Bradicy M. ‘Heck, Brady, Jefirey Reserveir, 4/11/70

"UNDERWATER POWERED SPEARFISHING

BASS - KENTUCKY SPOTTED ... 2 1bs. 7 02.
William Thompson, Norih Platte, Lincoln Co. sandpil, 8117/73
BASS - LARGEMOUTH ... 7 Ihs. 4 oz,

Richard Buckley McCook Red Willow Co. sandpit, 7/6/88
BASS - ROCK ... 11b. 4 oz

Terry Robbins, A%Iiance, Box Buile Reservolr, 7/10/82
BASS - SMALLMOUTH ... 5 Ibs, 121i 0z.

Dennis Girard, Afliance, Box Butte Reservior, 7/6/97
BASS - STRIPED ... 25 Ibs. B oz

Mark Picker, Loveland, CO, Lake McConaughy, 711188
BASS - WHITE ... 1lb. 13 0z.

Mark Wiezorak, North Platte, Lake McConaughy, 7/20/97
BLUEGILL ... 15 0z, :

Antheny Nason, Alliance, Box Bulle Reservolr, 7/3/93
BLUEGHLL X GREEN SUNFISH HVBRID ...12 oz,

J?m?gs Mathew Weekly, Omaha, Lake Aero, Deuglas Co,

7 e
BUFFALO - BLACK ... 27 Ibs.

Matthew B. Donefan, Ormaha, Saunders Co sandpit, 5/22/82
BUFFALO - SMALLMOUTH ... 13 ths. 4

Vince Wlils, Silver Creek, Merrick Go. sandpu 75182
CARP .., 36ibs.

Steven Bixenman, Colby, KS, Hitchcock Co, sandpit, 6/7/88
CATFISH - CHANNEL ... 25 Ips. 10 oz.

Anthony Nason, Alliance, Box Butle Reservoir 7/7/97
CRAPPIE - BLACK ... 2 ths, 2 oz,

Hershel D. Smilh, Lexington, Dawson Co. sandpil, 12/19/82
MUSKELLUNGETIGER MUSKY ... 13 [hs. 9 0z,

Delbart Babilzke, Garden Cily, KS L.ake McConaughy 8/18/30
FRESHWATER DRUM ... 1lbs. 3 oz,

Jamas Mathew Weekly, Omaha, Douglas Co sandpit, 711/97
GOLDEYE ... 1 ib. 84 0z.

G,'E?B 2(Mlke) Fnlton Silver Cresk, Matrick Counly sandpit,

715
PERCH - YELLOW ... 11b, Hfl 0z,

Leroy Adamson, Allfance, Box Butte Reservoir, 7/15/80
NORTHERN PIKE ... 13 Ibs. 12 02

Alpert Cherry, St Edward Lake McConaughy, 8/8/75
QUILLBACK ... 6 1bs. 6 oz,

Michael Deorris, Arthur, Lake McConaughy, 8/17/78
GIZZARD SHAD .., 2 ibs. 14 oz

Jerry Sack, Nasth Piatle, Lake McConaughy, 7/6/80
SALMON -KOKANEE ... 41bs. 2 0z,

John Williams, Omaha, Lake McConaughy, 8/26/72
SUCKER - WHITE ... 3 [os, 13 02,

Bill Kitmek, Burwell, Loup County sandpil, 10!4!86
SUCKER - RIVER CARPSUCKER ... 6 Ibs. 13 0

Masiyn Erickson, Rapid City, 80, Lake McConaughy, 7/16/89
TROUT - BROWN ... 4 Ibs, § oz.

Richard B. Roy, Aﬂtance Box Butte Reservolr, 8/28/74
TROUT - RAINBOW ... 3 1hs, 9 oz.

Mighael Bansall, Grend Isiand, Lake McConaughy, 7/7/83

WALLEYE ... 13 Ibs, 11 0z.
fyichard Fish, Keamey, Lake McConaughy, 7/6170
SURFACE SPEARFISHING

BUFFALG - SMALLMOUTH ... 7 Ibs.
Don Merill, Omaha, Burt Co. Canal, 7/19/97
CARP ... 11 1bs. 8 0z
Clhz;?ge Tabke, Maxwell, So. Channel Platte River, Lincaln Co.,
5797
GAR - LONGNOSE ... 17 [bs. 6 oz.
David & Werlh, Seuth Bend, Cass County sandpit, 6/13/84
(iZZARD SHAD 71 ths. 15 oz..
Robert Adani¥ liance, Bridgepod SRA, Mordll Co., 6/27/4
RIVER CARPSUCKER .3 bs. G oz,
Mathew Dorris, Lemoyne Lake McConaughy, 6/14/97
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STATE RECORD RULES

« Fish must exceed current record by at least one ounce or it will be consid-
ered as a fie.

e Fish must be taken from Nebraska waters.

* It must be legally taken by hook-and-line, underwater spearfishing, surface
spearing or archery. Fish must be caught, played and landed by the appli-
cant.

« Fish must be weighed on a certified scale and witnessed by a Game and
Parks Commission employee. If not witnessed by a Commission employee,
a notarized affidavit, signed by two witnesses and giving the requested infor-
mation may be substituted.

* Species of fish must be verified by a Commission fisheries official. The fish
may be gutted and frozen, but the head, fins and skin must remain intact
until the species has been verified.

*Angler must display a Nebraska fishing permit to the individual verifying the
application.

*Application forms are available from any Commission office or permit vendor.

MASTER ANGLER

If you take an outstanding catch, it may qualify for a Game and Parks
Commission Master Angler Award. Application forms are available from any
Commission office, conservation officer or permit vendor. Rules include:

« All fish must be taken from Nebraska waters.

¢ Fish must be taken by hook-and-line. Fish caught on banklines are not eli-
gible. Fish must be hooked, played and landed by the applicant for the
award.

* The catch must be verified. This may be done by an employee of the Game
and Parks Commission, a permit vendor, a witness or a photograph.

* Anglers 16 years of age or older must possess a current Nebraska fishing
permit and enter the permit number on the application.

» Only fish immediately released are eligible for an award based on
length. Any fish kept in a livewell or on a stringer must meet the mini-
mum weight requirement to receive an award.

* Anglers may receive only one award based on weight per year for each
species. There is no limit on the number of catch and release awards.

* Anglers who release a Master Angler fish will receive a “Catch and Release
Master Angler” pin in addition to the Master Angler certificate.

* Minimum weights must be met to qualify for a Master Angler Award for
a harvested fish.

* Minimum lengths are used strictly for Master Angler Awards for a indi-
vidual fish that was caught and released.

CATCH AND RELEASE WORKS

Minimum lengths listed for Master Angler Awards are
intended to promote catch-and-release fishing. While fish
populations are renewable resources and keeping some
fish is good, big fish are rare. By releasing large fish, you
are helping to maintain our future fishery resources.

Catch-and-release fishing only works when the fish
you release survive. By using proper techniques, you give
fish the best chance of survival. Here are a few guidelines:
* Wet hands and keep fish in water as much as possible

when handling and removing the hook.

* Remove the hook gently. Do not squeeze the fish or
put your fingers into the gills. Crimping barbs

* Barbless hooks reduce handling time -
and make it simpler to remove T
the hook, often by backing it
from the fish’s mouth without
lifting the fish from the water.

* Release the fish only after its ~
equilibrium is maintained. If necessary, hold fish gently
upright until it can swim away.

e Do not play the fish to exhaustion.

e Removal of deeply imbedded hooks by use of a hemo-
stat or hook removal device is presently considered the
best method to ensure higher survival of released fish.
Modern hooks require a longer time period to rust so their
presence can result in delayed mortality.
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The minimum weight and length requirements are:

American Eel ... ... 24 Intor 1l iGar ol 40 in. or 8 Ibs.
Largemouth Bass . 201in. or51bs. Goldeye ....... 16in. or 1 fi Ibs.
Spotted Bass ....18in.or3Ibs. Muskellunge/Tiger Musky ......
Rock Bass ....... Aiinsondilbs ot s s s 35 in. or 10 Ibs.
Smallmouth Bass . 18in. or 3 Ibs. Paddlefish ............ *45 in.

Striped Bass . ... 32in. or 10Ibs. Yellow Perch .. ... 13 in or 1/1bs.

Striper Hybrid . ...20in. or 51bs. White Perch ...... 12inor 1 Ib.
White Bass ... .. 17in.or2filbs Northem Pike ...361in or 10 Ibs.
Bluegill .......... 10in.or1lb. Sauger ......... 21in. or 3 Ibs.
Buffalo ........ 26in.or 10 Ibs. Saugeye ........ 231in. or 5 Ibs.
Bullhead ........ 15in.or 2 Ibs. Shovelnose Sturgeon .........
BUrbotdis angais s 16 onslIbir b sin il 28.in. or 2 fi Ibs.
(i) epbtli R 32in.or151bs. Sucker ......... 18in. or 2 Ibs.
Blue Catfish ....401in.or301Ibs. Sunfish.......... 10in. or 1 Ib.
Channel Catfish . 30 in. or 12 Ibs. Brook Trout ...... 14in. or 1 Ib.
Flathead Catfish .32 in. or 151bs Brown Trout ..... 22 in. or 4 Ibs.
Crappie ........ 15in. or 2Ibs.  Rainbow Trout ... 23in. or 5 Ibs.
Prums s 22 in. or 5 Ibs.

*From front of eye to natural fork of tail

MASTER ANGLER / STATE RECORD
APPLICATION

Please print legibly. See rules.

Namey SEis NG S50, A b SRR g N e PR, T e
Address 4 B Py ialt
Gty s Statorafibn SppusZnart VT
Fishing Permit No. Git)e ~_Under 16
Species of fish R 1 e AR AL N
Weight. ~ Ibs. b oz. Length: AREn
Date caught _ Released: Yes ‘Noss &
Name of lake orstreem P aba VY
County where located AT BERTAY. X
Method of fishing:  Hook & line _Archery

Surface spearfishing  Underwater spearfishing

Be:atbaikofiure. L - L D Y ok GEOYS - BlGE
Where weighed or measured
Addressmiattabi ol SR T FIE G : - RIS
City Phone__

Weight or length witnessed by:

; Signature

~ Address
Pr T R AR B SR e Yo SR e i

 Signature

Address

Notary Public (for State Record only)

4.

Game & Parks Comm. official ggiééiés verification (fd{' State Record bnly') ]
Species may be verified after State Record application is received by the
Game and Parks Commission. See State Record rules.

Mail to: Fisheries Division, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503-0370

RECORD FISH DISPLAY

If you take a state-record game fish by hook-and-line, you may wish to donate it to the
Game and Parks Commission for display at Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium near Gretna. The
Commission will mount your trophy, complete with engraved plate with your name,
species of fish, weight, when and where it was taken. To make such a donation, contact
the Aquarium within 24 hours at 402/332-3901. Aquarium hours are 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
daily. Any current hook-and-line record-holder who would like to donate their trophy
game fish also may contact the Aquarium. >




Fish Tissue Testing Program .-

Nehraska’s Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ), with assis-
tance from the Game -and Parks
Commission, has collected and analyzed
fish tissue samples from our lakes and
streams since 1977, In 1990, DEQ adopt-
ed an Environmental Protection. Agency
{EPA) method of assessing human risks
related to the consumption of fish flesh.,
The EPA standards prompted the
Nebraska Department of Health to issue
several fish consumption advisories over
the past seven years. There are 36 advi-

sories statewide, including 16 lakes and

20 segments on 15 different sireams.
Since 1990, over 425 fish samples have
been analyzed from collections on 53
stream segments and 59 lakes. The sam-
ple targets one predator species, usually
a largemouth bass or walleye, and one
bottom-feeder, either a channel catfish or
common carp. So, these samples do not
analyze all the major game fish species
present in a specific water or the various
sizes within a species.

How Do We Compare With
Surrounding States?

Nebraska has one of the most aggres-
sive fish consumption advisory programs in
the Midwest, testing for a variety of conta-
minants. Wyoming and South Dakota do
not have fish tissue testing programs, 0 no
advisories are issued. Differences among
states in the way advisories are issued may
lead to some confusion. The fact that
Nebraska issued more advisories than
neighboring states does not indicate poor
water quality; rather it shows more stringent
assessment techniques. If's unfortunate
that a nationwide testing standard hasn't
been adopted for uniform comparisons,

What Are Nebraska’s Primary
Contaminants?

Three main contaminants show up in
samples across the state — polychlori-
nated biphenyl compounds (PCBs), dield-
rin {pesticide), and organic mercury.
PCBs and dieldrin are both known car-
cinogens, while mercury poses risk of
developmental problems in the unborn,
infants and children.

PCBs are a class of aromatic com-
pounds produced and marketed in the
U.S. since 1929. Before 1971, they were
used as plasticizers, heat transfer fluids,
hydraulic fluids, lubricants and wax exten-
ders, Since 1971, use has been limited o
enclosed electrical systems (capacitors
and transformers}. U.S. production of
PBCs was discontinued in the 1977,
importation was greatly reduced in 1879
and stopped completely in 1982, Before
1979 disposal of PCB compounds was
not subject to federal regulation. Of the

approximately 1.25 billions pounds pur-

chased by U.S. industry, about 60% are
stilt in use in capacitors, 36% are in land-
fills or dumps, and:about 4% had been
destroyed by incineration and degraded
in the environment,: "

Dieldrin was once widely applied to
cornfields for pest conirol and has been
used to treat wood:products for termite
protection. Legal use of dieldrin in the
1..S. was halted in 1974, except for use in
subterranean termite control. In 1985,
importing dieldrin ceased, and in 1987 its
registration was canceled. Dieldrin is

“extremely persistent and remains in the

environment. This carcinogen is believed

“to "emanate from both agricuftural and

urban run-off.

Mercury is a naturally-occurring ele-
ment, present at low levels in rocks, soil,
sediment, air and water. [n addition to nat-
ural sources, mercury can be released
into the environment from mining opera-
tions, sanitary landfills, fossil fuet com-
bustion, municipal incineration, industrial
waste discharges and from certain fungi-
cides. Mercury occurs in aquatic systems
in three forms: elemental (metallic),
organic, and inorganic (mercurous and
mercuric salts) compounds. The organic
form is the most toxic to both aquatic
organisms and humans. In the environ-
ment, elemental mercury is oxidized to
inorganic mercury which is then convert-
ed into the organic form (methyl mercury)
by certain microorganisms. It poses a
threat to humans, since it is stored in the
tissues of aguatic organisms in the
methylated form. Fish absorb methyl mer-
cury from aguatic organisms they eat and
the water they live in as it passes over
their gills. Predacious fish such as wall-
eye, northern pike and largemouth bass
reside at the top of the aquatic food chain
and tend to exhibit higher mercury con-
centrations than less predacious fish,
Long-term exposure, even to small con-
centrations, will lead to higher concentra-
tions in the flesh. Therefore, larger fish will
typically have higher mercury concentra-
tions than smaller fish,

While mercury is nct a carcinogen, ele-
vated levels in fish tissue is a concern,
since it is known o cause developmental
problems in unborn, infant, and young
children. Based on scientific studies,
Nebraska has adopted an “action level” of
0.25 mgkg for mercury in fish tissue for
women of child bearing age, infants and
children under 15 years. The action level
for mercury in Nebraska for the general
population is 0.35 mg/kg. There are no
known methods to effectively reduce mer-
cury contamination in fish tissue. However,

some studies underway are examining .
reduction of methyl mercury through a fil- -

let marinade process prior to cooking.
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" What Else Is Tested?

All fish tissue samples are tested for 4
heavy metals and 18 chemicals, including
such well known contaminants as lead,
chlordane, DDT and diazinon. None of
these have been sampled in levels suffi-
cient to prompt an advisory,

How Great is The Cancer Risk?

Advisories for high levels of cancer-
causing chemicals (PCB's and dieidrin) in
fish are issued :when concentrations
reach a risk level of 1 in 10,000. That
means under the worst-case scenario,
the contamination would cause one addi-
tional case of cancer per 10,000 people
eating those fish. Theoretically, each of
those 10,000 people would have fo eat
five ounces of fish from an advisory
area every week for 70 years to pro-
duce that one case of cancer. :

Mercury is not a cancer risk but,
because of the way it reacts in the human
body, advisories for mercury encourage all
consumers to reduce fish consumption
from waters listed, especially pregnant and
nursing women, infants and children under
15, These advisories target consumers
who eat fish caught from advisory
waters as a major part of their total diet.

What Waters Are Contaminated and
Which Are Safe?

All bodies of water have not yet been
tested because of budget  constraints.
Current advisories involve 16 lakes and
15 rivers/streams/canals across the state
(see advisory chart). On the bright side,
40 lakes and 25 rivers/streams have
received a clean bill of health (see p. 31).

So, What’s the Bottom Line?

Fish are an excellent source of protein
and have been shown to have real health
benefits, such as preventing heart dis-
eases., Consumers should not elfiminate
fish from their diet, but should be aware of
the advisories and not eat large amounts
of fish from listed waters. Additionally, most
chemical contaminanis can be reduced by
preparing the fish properly. Remove the
skin and trim the fat from the belly flap
area, the lateral lings and along the back
to help reduce ‘chemical concentrations.
Broiling, griling and baking are the best
methods of removing additional fat in
cooking. Mercury is distributed throughout
a fish's muscle tissue (fillets), rather than in
the fat and skin. So, the only way to reduce
mercury intake is to reduce the amount of
contaminated fish consumed.

-+ - Additional information

For more information, contact the fol-
lowing Nebraska agencies: Department
of Environmental Quality: 402-471-4249;

-Game and Parks Commission: 402-471-
B553, or Department of Health and
Human Services: 402-471-0507,




TESTED AND FOUND SAFE

Rivers/Streams/Canals

¢ Big Blue River at Crete & Seward

» Cedar River at Cedar Rapids

» Loup River at Columbus

* Rock Creek at Waverly

* Shell Creek at Schuyler

* Wahoo Creek at Ashland

¢ Platte River at Cozad, Grand Island & Wood River

* Wood River at Chapman

* Aowa Creek at Ponca

* Bazile Creek at Niobrara

* Bow Creek at Wynot

* Muddy Creek at Preston

* N. Fork Big Nemaha River at Salem

» S. Fork Big Nemaha River at Salem

* Weeping Water Creek at Union

* Missouri River at Lynch

e Niobrara River at Verdel & Valentine (NWR)

e Long Pine Creek at Camp Witness

e North Platte River at Bridgeport, Hershey, Lewellen,
McGrew, Melbeta & North Platte

e Frenchman River at Champion

* Medicine Creek at Stockville

* Republican River at McCook

¢ Keystone Canal at H-2 Check Dam

 Lake Maloney Outlet Canal at North Platte

* South Platte River at Big Springs, North Platte, Ogallala &
above Tri-County Diversion

Lakes/Reservoirs

* Big Indian Reservoir at Wymore

» Rockford Lake east of Beatrice

* Goose Lake in Holt County

* Willow Creek Lake near Pierce

» Calamus Reservoir NW of Burwell

» Sherman County Reservoir at Loup City
¢ Bahcock Lake at Columbus

* Bluestem Lake at Sprague

¢ Branched Oak Lake at Malcolm

* Conestoga Lake at Emerald

e Holmes Lake at Lincoln

e Oak Lake at Lincoln

* Olive Creek Reservoir at Martell

* Pawnee Lake west of Lincoln

* Wagon Train Lake at Hickman

* Yankee Hill Lake SW of Lincoln

* Elwood Reservoir at Elwood

* Fort McPherson Lake at Maxwell

¢ Gallagher Canyon Reservoir at Cozad
* Hord Lake at Central City

» Johnson Lake at Lexington

e Buckskin Hills Lake at Newcastle

» Chalkrock Reservoir at Fordyce

* DeSoto Lake at Blair

* Glen Cunningham Lake at Omaha
¢ Lewis & Clark Lake north of Crofton
e Summit Lake at Tekamah

* Burchard Lake at Burchard

* Hackberry Lake SSW of Valentine

* Valentine Mill Pond NW of Valentine
* Lake Minatare NE of Scottsbluff

¢ Island Lake 40 N of Oshkosh

* Cochran Lake at Melbeta

* Enders Reservoir at Imperial

* Swanson Lake at Trenton

* Bennett Reservoir at Chappel

* Gerald Gentleman Pond at Sutherland
* Hershey Lake at Hershey

* Korty Diversion Pond at Sutherland
° Lake Maloney at North Platte

\ 5:\“’-
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LIFETIME
PERMITS

The Gift That
Keeps Giving

A Nebraska lifetime hunting or fishing permit is the
most valuable gift you can give a special friend or rel-
ative. It represents a lifetime of exciting and pleasur-
able outdoor experiences.

There are three types of lifetime permits currently
available to Nebraska residents. The lifetime fishing
permit is $257.50; the lifetime hunting permit is
$224.00; and the lifetime combination hunting and
fishing permit is $448.00.

As the name implies, the permit is valid for the life
of the person to whom it is issued, even if the holder
moves from the state and returns occasionally to hunt
or fish. But, only Nebraska residents are eligible for
lifetime permits.

Not included in the permit cost are special stamps
that must be purchased annually — the Nebraska
Habitat Stamp and federal Migratory Game Bird
Stamp. The new Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Stamp is
not required of Lifetime Permit holders. Big-game per-
mits for hunting deer, antelope or wild turkey also must
be purchased each year independent of the lifetime
license.

It's easy to purchase a Nebraska lifetime hunting,
fishing or combination permit. Simply obtain an applica-
tion form from any Game and Parks Commission office
or from any of 1,100 permit vendors across the state.
Fill out the application and mail it with the proper
amount to Game and Parks Commission, PO Box
30370, Lincoln, NE. 68503-0370.

A Lifetime Permit is the perfect birthday, Christmas
or graduation gift. It truly is a gift that will last a lifetime.




—T

A
S A rﬁ (43
NEBRASKA FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORIES
At this time, there are no advisories that limit total consumption!
5 | [
Water Body a Location Size | Fish Species | General Sub- Pollutant Year
| ‘ Sampled | Population | population ; of Concern |lIssued
: ! 1
W.Fork Big | Dorchester 41.0 M Carp | X g Dieldrin 1993
Blue River | 2 S T e e |
Elkhorn River T Waterloo | 1249 M | Carp | X J Dieldrin, PCBs | 1993
e | &Norfolk Gl R e e AL
 BeaverGreek |  Abion | 309M | Ohcafish | x| _ Dieldrin | 1993
Platte River ! ‘North Bend f 325M | Carp | X PCBs, Dieldrin | 1993
| to Missouri River : b e 1. 5 | &1994
 Missouri River | Omahato Rulo | 139.8 M | Chidatish | oipxsin PCBs, Dieldrin | 1993
 Papillion Creek Bellevue | 82M | Qgrp : ;_________x______ | PCBs, Dieldrin | 1993
W. Pap:lhon Creek | Ralston 79 M : Carp \ X R _ Dleldrln PCBS 1993
Big Nemaha River Preston | 200M | Carp | X g PCBs, Dieldrin | 1993
South Platte River Paxton | 146M Carp Xa b R e APCBE T S 1008
Carter Lake : Omaha 300 A Lm.bass | X e PCBs 1993
Lake McConaughy | Ogallala  |35000A | Ch.caffish | x| 'PCBs 1993
Merritt Reservoir - |  Valentne | 2905A | Lm.bags |  x | | Meroury | 1993
Sutherland Reservoir j ‘Sutherland s 000 A Ch. g_atflsh \ X e PCBs 1993
~ Oliver Reservoir E ~ Kimball | 240A | Lm.bass | G R Mercury 1993
Salt Creek Lincolnto | 371 M | Carp | PCBs, Dieldrin | 1994
Platte River | e af
' Box Butte Reservoir E Hemmgfqrﬁdﬁ 1,600 A | N. pike e G s ~ Mercury | 1994
" Loup R. Power Canal Genoa | 15.2 M ; Carp | Xt |3 "RPCEs 1995
Midway Canyon Cozad 500 A Carp X J | PCBs 1995
_Reservoir £ : | L ey (48 28 | k e
Lake Ogallala : Ogallala | 435A : Ch. catfish i X 2 PCBs, Dieldrirj 1995_
Sutherland Outlet Sutherland | 19.2M { Ch. catfish i X PCBs 1995
 Canal el i LS ARG R SR b
Jeffrey Reservoir | Brady | 1,100A | Ch.catfish | X ' | oPCBs  «x]i1905
Liberty Cove lake Lawrence 8A | Lm.bass | X | Mercury 1995
~ Wehrspann Lake 3 Millard 245A | Lmibass | ‘ ¢ S L Mercury 1995
Zorinsky Lake Omabha | 255 AJ Lm. bass ; g3 E,,; T ~ Mercury 1995
Little E_alqe River Steele City | 30.4 M | Carp j X ; : Mercury 1996
Czechland Lake _ Prague | 8A | Carp | X | Mercury 1996
bSkywew Lake | Norfolk !‘ 50 A : Lm.bass | X ; . Mercury 1996
Crystal Cove Lake | S.SiouxCity | 30A | Lm.bass | S 1997
Elkhorn River 74 O'Neill | 55.3M | : Carp L e g L i_ ~ Mercury 1997
Maskenthine Lake | Stanton | A | Lmbass | | | Mercury 1997
Logan Creek 3 Lyons . | 323M ’ Ch. catflsh ‘ S et e PCBs, Dieldrin | 1997
Omabha Creek Homer 14.3 M | Ch. catfish @ i | PCBs, Dieldrin | 1997
LIMITED CONSUMPTION: Although fish consumption advisories Cut away all fat along the back
have been issued for the water bodies listed here, please note that )
a person consuming an occasional meal of fish (less than one 5-
ounce serving per week) from these waters is not considered to be
subject to a significant health risk.
KEY Slice off
General Population. = Advisory applies to all individiuals / bgﬁef‘;t il
Sub-population. = Advisory applies to women of child-bearing age, Remove all skin %
infants and children less than 15 years of age Cut away a V-shaped wedge to
M = River or stream miles; remove the fatty tissue along
A = Acres the entire length of the fillet
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